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 Our annual Victorian Tea was another great success! This year we celebrated our 18th Tea, a brain 

child of Friends Member Cathy Penprase.  

Our next fun raiser is one you also don’t want to miss. It’s our 10th annual Christmas Boutique.  

There you find items that are new, used, hand-made, and sometimes even unusual. Prices start at 

only 25₵ with most items less than $5.00.  There may be a few items priced higher, but not many 

and not by much. 

Our biggest tables are always $1.00 and less. The Boutique this year will be on Saturday Decem-

ber 7th from 12 noon to 3 pm. Come early for best selection. We’re also fortunate this year to have 

many like new or even brand new Children’s books. A great stocking stuffer for $1 or less. 

   In our last newsletter we described how some unsold children’s books were being sent to re-

mote islands in the Pacific in care of the Navy Seabees. We could still use small donations to help 

pay for postage to send these books to the Seabees who are  doing their humanitarian projects like 

building schools, hospitals and community centers.  Just place $1, $2 or more in an envelope, 

mark Seabees on the front and place in the metal box located on top of the donation box in the 

library. Or you may hand it to any librarian and ask for it to be placed in the  “friends” box in the 

office. The Seabees give the books to the children of the villages who have little to no books for 

their schools and will often read to the children from these same books. 

This is our last newsletter for 2019.  We hope you have a joyful, wonderful, and merry holiday 

season. We are honored to be part of your community and thankful for your support of the library. 

Jonnie Lisman, President 

 

Winners of the Best Hat Contest:  1st Dorothy 
Roger, 2nd Patti B Finie, 3rd Charity Winiarski  

Winners of the Best Table Contest:  3rd Colleen 
Mc Carthy, 2nd Beverly Rollins, 1st Jackie Braxton 

We appreciate the continued  support of Supervi-
sor Kelly Long and her daughters Morgan and 
Madison, City Council members Laura Hernandez 
(hostess), Sylvia Munoz Schnopp (hostess) and 
Rich Rollins (hat contestant), former librarians 
Bernadette McDowell and Cathy Thomason as 
well as Cathy Penprase who founded the Victorian 
High Tea 18 years ago.   

Thanks to all the hostesses, board members, raffle 
prize donors and food contributors—especially 
those of you who are members of more than one 
category!  You know who you are.  
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I am so excited to be writing to introduce myself as the new City Librarian for Port Hueneme. On October 20, I 
was fortunate enough to begin my tenure by attending the Friends of the Library’s eighteenth annual Victoria 

High Tea fundraiser. This event raised over $5,000 dollars, and also, it introduced me to peanut butter, jelly, and 
bacon sandwiches. The hard work and dedication of the volunteers and table hosts was apparent in every detail, 

and the raffle prizes were endless! It was such a treat to see how dedicated the Friends of the Prueter Library are. 

A little bit about me: I am originally from Vacaville in Northern California, though I spent some of my child-
hood in Eastern Washington and Pismo Beach. (Slightly different environments.) I attended Columbia College 
Chicago for undergraduate and enjoyed many Chicago winters before moving back to California, and received 

my Master’s of Library Science degree from San Jose State University. I’ve lived in Ventura since 2010, and my 
first library job was actually with the Ojai branch of the Ventura County Library System, so this is a bit of a 

homecoming for me. I have also worked at the Camarillo Library, the Ventura County Law Library, and most 
recently at the Santa Barbara Public Library. I have two cats, Henry and Leo, and one husband, Eric. 

Since Bernadette McDowell’s retirement, the staff here at Prueter have done an incredible job. Sienna, our 
Youth Librarian, has been doing double duty running the branch operations and youth programming, and I 

couldn’t be more impressed with her drive and dedication. Louise has kept branch operations running smoothly 
and ran both of Prueter’ s book clubs. Joel and Mark have provided consistently excellent customer service. 

Yvonne, who staffs the Rosenbluth Homework Center, also has been vital in assisting with branch tasks. Our 
shelves, Chris and Erik, and student worker, Walter, are responsible for keeping the branch neat and tidy. We 

also owe a lot to a team of Extra Help staff who filled in the gaps. 

On October 11, the dedicated Teen Advisory Board of Prueter Library put on the third “Horror in the Stacks” 
event, at which over 300 people were scared silly by clowns, ghosts, and other things that go bump in the night. 
On October 30, they assisted the Foster TAB in putting on their own Horror in the Stacks event. These popular 

events are a great way to get (safely) scared! 

This past month has been dedicated to the One County, One Book selection The Library Book by Susan Orlean. 
I had the great fortune to meet Ms. Orlean a few months ago when she visited UCSB, and her book is such a 
compelling portrait of both the Los Angeles Public Library and libraries in general. Itching for more library-
related reading? I love to recommend This Book is Overdue! By Marilyn Johnson, which especially looks at 

how libraries protect patron privacy, and, for kids, The Library Dragon by Carmen Agra Deedy, about Miss Lot-
ta Scales, whose burning love of literature unfortunately keeps kids away from the elementary school library she 

runs.  

In November and December, we are looking forward to continuing our story times 3 days a week, as well as 
special youth programs such as Code Blasters. I am looking for ways to expand the adult programming offered 

here at Prueter – please send me your suggestions! Dolly.Knight@ventura.org 

Submitted by, Dolly Knight, MLIS 
  Regional Librarian 
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Many of the Library’s classes, workshops, events and services are sponsored wholly or in part by the Friends of 
the Port Hueneme Library. The homework center is funded by the family of former Port Hueneme Mayor and 
City Councilmember Murray Rosenbluth; the Rosenbluth Family Foundation also funded the purchase of a 3D 
printer and associated equipment and supplies for use in the homework center and STEAM (science, technolo-
gy, engineering, art, and math) workshops. We are grateful to all our supporters. 

Youth Programs: 

Storytime: Children (ages 0-5) receive a free book on the 8th visit.  

Mondays @ 5:30 pm, Tuesdays @ 10:30 am, Wednesdays @ 10:30 am 

No story time on Wednesday, November 27  

Code Blasters: Students will learn to animate, modify and design their own games using Scratch programming 
language.   

November 6 & 20, December 4 & 18 @ 3:30—5 pm 

  Paws 4 Healing - Read with Me: Practice your reading and make a new furry friend! Space is limited. Call or 
stop by the library to sign up. 

November 13 & December 11 @ 3—5 pm 

No HWC the week of November 25, or the weeks of December 23 and 30. 

 BreakOut: Join us for a “BreakOut” adventure.  Use the clues to solve the puzzles to unlock the final key before 
the clock runs out. For school-age kids. 

December 17 @ 4:00 pm 

All Ages:  

Winter Crafternoon: Get your creative juices flowing with fun arts and crafts. Families, kids, teens, and adults 
welcome. 

December 10 @ 4 pm 

 Adults: 

Social Security and Medicare Seminar: Please join us for this informational session on Social Security and Med-
icare benefits, presented by Carlos R. Delgado MBA, CFP. 

November 9 @ 12:30pm-2pm 

 

Holiday closures: The Library will be closed Monday, November 11, Thursday, November 28, Wednesday, De-
cember 25, and Wednesday, January 1, 2020. The Library will close at 5pm on Wednesday, November 27, 
Tuesday, December 24, and Tuesday, December 31. 
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Rosenbluth Family 

Homework Center 

Volunteers provide homework 

help to K-12 students. Home-

work Center hours are the 

following when school is in 

session:   

Monday & Tuesday            

3:00pm to 5:30pm 

Wednesday                           

2:30pm to 5:30pm 

Thursday 

3:00-5:00pm 

 

Donations, Sponsors & New Members Library Hours 
Monday 

10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday and Wednesday 

10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Thursday, Friday, Saturday 

12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday –Closed 

Don’t Forget -Make us 

Smile with AmazonSmile 

If doesn’t sound like much– a 

nickel for every $10 you spend

– but shopping AmazonSmile 

will enable you to make a do-

nation to the Friends of the 

Port Hueneme Library at      

NO COST TO YOU! 

New members:  Richard and Beverly Rollins, Carol Goldrever and the 

   Morgan Family 

Sponsors: Robert & Judith Elias, George & Carol Melugin, Juliet  

        Rodriguez, Catherine Penprase, Tom and Arlene Fraser,    

        Jonathan Sharkey and Beverly Kelley 
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Mission Statement Friends of the Port Hueneme Library 

The mission of the Friends of the Port Hueneme Library is to: 

Raise and donate funds to provide library materials, equipment, programs and services for 

the Ray D. Prueter Public Library, and to encourage community and governmental aware-

ness and support of the library and its services. 



Name:___________________________ 

Address:_________________________ 

City:____________________________ 

State:______          Zip:_____________ 

Phone:___________________________ 

Email:__________________________ 

Send Newsletter : ____Printed copy  or   ____ E-Mail                                             

 

Membership Level (check 
one): 
 
___ Individual $10.00 

___ Family  $15.00 

___ Friend $25.00-49.00 

___ Patron $50.00-99.00 

___ Sponsor $100.00 or 

   more 

ADDITIONAL DONATION: 

$_____   FOR: __________ 

 
 

Please check all areas  

where you can help. 

 
___ Book Sales    

___ Membership    

___Program & Events    

___ Bulk Mail    

___Sorting Books    

___Newsletter    

___Fund Raising    

___ Internet Trainer    

___ Publicity 

___ Trip Planning     

___ Other ______________ 

 
Please make check payable to:  
 
Friends of the Port Hueneme Library 
Mail to: P.O. Box 532   
Port Hueneme, CA 93044-0532 

Membership Application Form ___ NEW    ____RENEW 

https://www.facebook.com/PortHuenemeFriends 

FRIENDS OF PORT HUENEME  

LIBRARY 

P. O. BOX 532 

 PORT HUENEME, CA  93044-0532 

Remember to send in your membership renewals. The first line on your address label tells you the month your membership renewal is 

due.  Your membership status can be found at the bottom of your snail mail address label or on the subject line of the e-mail.  The four  

categories of reminders are:  Paid up, Past Due, Due Now (April, May, June) Due Next Time (July, August, September). 


