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President’s Letter 

. Summer may be coming to an end, but there is still time to complete that summer reading list. 

Our lobby shop has “classics” to “best sellers”. Many priced at only 25 cents but nothing over $3. 

Stock up now for beach and backyard reading in the California sun. 

We all know that our local Seabees at Naval Base Ventura County do humanitarian deeds all over 

the world.  There is currently small detachments in the South Pacific and Indian oceans building 

schools and community centers on remote islands. 

Former Seabee and Friends member, Seth Johnson has added to the humanitarian projects by 

buying, packaging and shipping books to where the Seabees are assigned. In turn, the Seabees 

present the books to the school kids. Books, such as beginner readers, picture books, dictionaries 

and basic how-to books.  Currently Seth is paying for the shipping out of his own pocket. The 

Friends are asking if anyone would like to help Seth with his endeavor, to leave a small monetary 

donation in an envelope in the box in the lobby, or give to one of the library staff to put in the 

Friend’s mailbox.  Be sure to mark Seabees on the envelope so we can set it aside for Seth. 

Two shipments have already been sent, and another is in transit. Last December Seth sent 3 boxes 

(20 books each) to Timor Leste, Palawan and Palau. Another shipment of books was sent out in 

March and again in June.  

What’s the reaction to the books? Following are comments left by Seabee Command where the 

books were sent. 

 “Awesome products for the kiddos—continue sending books” – Timor Leste. Small island south 

of Indonesia 

  “Got the Books! Kids loved the books, continue sending books, - Palawan island in the Philip-

pines 

“…donated books to the library where the (Seabees) civic action team does weekly reading to 

local children – Palau, remote island east of the Philippines 

Our hats off to Seth Johnson for taking on this project to help promote literacy and the Seabees 

good will around the world.Just a reminder that the Friends of the Library’s biggest fund raiser of 

the year is coming up on October 20th  Our annual Victorian Tea.  Seats are filling up fast, so be 

sure to get your paid reservation in soon. You can find  reservation flyers in this newsletter as 

well as available at the library. Paid reservations must be received by October 4th. 

From Reyes, Manuel SCPO USN NMCB4, A heartfelt 

thanks to Seth Johnson for the book donation. The books 

were donated to Malatgao Elementary School, Municipality 

of Narra, Palawan.  Mr. Marcial Alili, School Principal,  

present in the photo, received the books and was so     

grateful. 



Librarian’s Report 
 Submitted by, Sienna Sydlaske , youth Librarian 
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Ventura County Library just wrapped up a successful 2019 Summer Reading season.  Prueter Library 

hosted 6 weeks of summer reading programs for children including performers, gaming afternoons, 

STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art & Math) Labs and crafternoons.  Prueter also hosted a 

bi weekly Code Blasters class introducing children in grades 4 and up to coding concepts in the Scratch 

programming language.  Our library also signed up over 300 children and teen readers this summer 

with a total of 655,567 minutes read.  

We could not have done many of our summer reading activities without the help of our dedicated teen 

volunteers.  Our volunteers completed over 140 hours of community service here at Prueter Library this 

summer.   

We are at the start of our fall season here and the Ventura County Library is hosting their 2nd annual 

“One County, One Book” initiative.  This year’s selection is Susan Orlean’s The Library Book.  This title 

chronicles the 1986 Los Angeles Public Library fire and its aftermath to showcase the larger, crucial role 

libraries play in our lives.  Orlean delves into the evolution of libraries across the country and around 

the world, from their humble beginnings as a metropolitan charitable initiative to their current status as 

a cornerstone of national identity. The Washington Post calls The Library Book “a dazzling love letter to 

a beloved institution.”  

Prueter Library along with the other branches in our library system, will be hosting activities for adults 

and teen related to the book.  For anyone who has read The Library Book – please join us for a book dis-

cussion on Saturday, October 5 @ 2 pm.  We have “library” themed early literacy classes for children ag-

es 0-5 the week of October 21st.  Our special library themed craft for children on Tuesday, October 22 @ 

4 pm.   

Save the date! Bestselling author Susan Orlean comes to CSUCI Saturday, November 2, 2019 at 2pm.  

All members of the public are invited to join Susan Orlean for the featured One County, One Book Au-

thor Program followed by a book signing on November 2, 2019, at 2pm at CSUCI. 

 

 

.  



Classes, Workshops, Events & Services   
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 Upcoming Events 

Many of the Library’s classes, workshops, events and services are sponsored wholly or in part by the 

Friends of the Port Hueneme Library. The homework center is funded by the family of former Port 

Hueneme Mayor and City Councilmember Murray Rosenbluth; the Rosenbluth Family Foundation 

also funded the purchase of a 3D printer and associated equipment and supplies for use in the home-

work center and STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art, and math) workshops. We extend our 

heartfelt thanks and appreciation to all of our supporters!  

Listed below are classes and workshops, events, and services scheduled at the Prueter Library from 

August through November. For updated information and other happenings not listed below, please 

see the Prueter Library’s event calendar and blog (Bubbling Springs Bard). Other information about 

the Prueter Library can be found on our location page at the Ventura County Library website 

 

Book Clubs – Prueter Library’s two book discussion groups (Mystery and Contemporary Literature) 

have openings for new members. The 2019 series runs from February through October. The Mystery 

Discussion Group meets on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 2:00 pm, while the Contemporary Lit-

erature Discussion Group meets on the 4th Thursday at 2:00 pm. To register, please call the library at 

805-486-5460. For adults. 

Early Literacy Class (formerly Storytime) – Early literacy based presentations; classes are of-

fered three times each week: Monday at 5:30 pm; Tuesday & Wednesday at 10:30 am. For ages 0-5 & 

caregivers. 

Paws 4 Healing: Read with Me – Students practice reading while making a furry new friend. Call 

or stop by the library to sign up. September 11, October 9 & November 13 (3:00 – 5:00 pm). For kids 

& teens. 

Read Me a Story & More – Early literacy training for parents and caregivers of children 0-5 years 

old. Participants receive a variety of materials to take home with them to use with their young chil-

dren. For adults – registration required.  Fall Date TBD – please check the library’s online calendar 

for updates.  

Code Blasters – Students learn to animate, modify and design their own games using Scratch pro-

gramming language. For school-age children. Fall Dates TBD – please check the library’s online cal-

endar for updates. 

Teen Advisory Group (TAG) – Teens earn community service hours by helping the library plan 

fun Teen and Children’s events. Fall Dates TBD – please check the library’s online calendar for up-

dates. 

Horror in the Stacks – Organized by the Teen Advisory Group (TAG); come for a scary fun time as 
the library turns haunted! Be prepared to be scared! All are welcome, but children 9 and under must 
be accompanied by an adult. Fall Date TBD – please check the online calendar for updates. 
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Rosenbluth Family 

Homework Center 

Volunteers provide homework 

help to K-12 students. Home-

work Center hours are the 

following when school is in 

session:   

Monday & Tuesday            

3:00pm to 5:30pm 

Wednesday                           

2:30pm to 5:30pm 

Thursday 

3:00-5:00pm 

Donations, Sponsors & New Members Library Hours 
Monday 

10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday and Wednesday 

10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Thursday, Friday, Saturday 

12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday –Closed 

Don’t Forget -Make us 

Smile with AmazonSmile 

If doesn’t sound like much– a 

nickel for every $10 you spend

– but shopping AmazonSmile 

will enable you to make a do-

nation to the Friends of the 

Port Hueneme Library at      

NO COST TO YOU! 

Mission Statement Friends of the Port Hueneme Library 

The mission of the Friends of the Port Hueneme Library is to: 

Raise and donate funds to provide library materials, equipment, programs and services 

for the Ray D. Prueter Public Library, and to encourage community and governmental 

awareness and support of the library and its services. 
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Sponsors:  Tom and Arlene Fraser,      
   Jonathan Sharkey and Beverly Kelley 

New Members:  Richard and Beverly Rollins,    
   Carol Goldreyer and the Morgan Family 

At our Annual meeting in May, was Will Berg, Mayor of Port Hueneme performed 

the installation of officers for the new board of 2019/2020. 

 Jonnie Lisman, serving as President for her second term. 

Jonnie presented a retirement gift from the Friends to Bernadette McDowell at the 

Annual Meeting. 

Bernadette retired from the County of Ventura, served as Librarian at the Ray D. 

Prueter Library. 

Guest speaker was Sylvia Munoz-Schnopps, Port Hueneme Council member and 

author. “The Cristero Rebellion”, a “holy war” rarely mentioned in history books. 

The 3-years of upheaval marked a time when the Federales made practicing one’s 

faith a crime in Mexico.  



Name:___________________________ 

Address:_________________________ 

City:____________________________ 

State:______          Zip:_____________ 

Phone:___________________________ 

Email:__________________________ 

Send Newsletter : ____Printed copy  or   ____ E-Mail                                             

 

Membership Level (check 
one): 
 
___ Individual $10.00 

___ Family  $15.00 

___ Friend $25.00-49.00 

___ Patron $50.00-99.00 

___ Sponsor $100.00 or 

   more 

ADDITIONAL DONATION: 

$_____   FOR: __________ 

 
 

Please check all areas  

where you can help. 

 
___ Book Sales    

___ Membership    

___Program & Events    

___ Bulk Mail    

___Sorting Books    

___Newsletter    

___Fund Raising    

___ Internet Trainer    

___ Publicity 

___ Trip Planning     

___ Other ______________ 

 
Please make check payable to:  
 
Friends of the Port Hueneme Library 
Mail to: P.O. Box 532   
Port Hueneme, CA 93044-0532 

Membership Application Form ___ NEW    ____RENEW 

https://www.facebook.com/PortHuenemeFriends 

FRIENDS OF PORT HUENEME  

LIBRARY 

P. O. BOX 532 

 PORT HUENEME, CA  93044-0532 

Remember to send in your membership renewals. The first line on your address label tells you the month your membership renewal is 

due.  Your membership status can be found at the bottom of your snail mail address label or on the subject line of the e-mail.  The four  

categories of reminders are:  Paid up, Past Due, Due Now (July, August, September) Due Next Time (October, November, December). 


