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President’s Update 

Happy New Year and welcome to 2019. The Friends ended 2018 with another successful Christmas 

Boutique.  The boutique brought in $600.  That might not sound like much, but the majority of items 

for sale at the boutique were $1 or less.  So I think that is very successful. 

The friends were also gifted with a donation from Tom Fraser in the amount of $2,045. Tom is one 

of our biggest supporters, and we thank him very much.  

The Boutique would not have been a success if it wasn’t for the hard work of our board members: 

JoAnn Van Reenan, Debbie Hernandez, Erma Waddell, Carol Melugin, Carol Culbertson, Arlene 

Fraser, and Cathy Thomason.   

I especially want to thank six young men from the Ben Moreell Battalion of the US Naval Sea      

Cadets. They did the heavy work, setting up the tables and carrying the boxes of donations.  

Now that the New Year is here it’s time to start planning our events for 2019.  Look for the return of 

our Spring Book Sale in April. For the past couple of years we have not been able to have a large 

book sale due to lack of donations.  But this past year has seen an increase in the donation of good 

quality books. You can’t beat our prices. Nothing over $3 with the majority of books selling for just 

25₵ or 50₵. A great opportunity to stock up for that summer beach reading. 

The first Sunday in May will be our installation of officers. This is a short ceremony followed by a 

guest speaker. Our most popular event, the Victorian Tea will be in October and the return of the 

ever popular Christmas Boutique the first Saturday in December. Look for the dates of these events 

in future Newsletters and also announcements posted at the library. 

Jonnie Lisman, President 

Holiday 

Boutique! 



Librarian’s Report 
 Submitted by, Bernadette McDowell, City Librarian 

Ventura County Library has a new Deputy Director: Dana Vinke comes to VCL from the Torrance Public Library, at 
which he had worked in various diverse positions since 1993, most recently as Principal Librarian—Operations, 
overseeing adult services, facilities, and technology.  Dana earned his Master’s degree in Library and Information 
Science from UCLA, and also holds a Master’s in Public Administration from CSU Long Beach.  While at Torrance 
Public Library, he managed several technology projects to promote access to library services and collections, includ-
ing the digitization of local newspapers, equipping library facilities with smart TVs to facilitate programming and 

interactive storytimes, and creating an app-based historic walking tour.  In acknowl-
edgement of his many accomplishments, Dana has been the recipient of two awards 
from the California Library Association: the 2015 CLA Technology Professional 
Award and the 2016 CLA PRExcellence Award for “Library Delivery Van Wrap – A 
Moving Promotion!” for the Torrance Public Library.  Please join us in welcoming 
Dana to our library system! 

 

Our very own Youth Librarian, Sienna Sydlaske, has successfully applied for two 
grants that have awarded funds to purchase additional materials for the Prueter Li-
brary.  We have received $2,000 from Sage Publishing to buy books for children par-

ticipating in the Paws for Healing program; children are able to pick out a free book to keep when they sign up to 
read to a therapy dog.  Paws for Healing is offered once a month at Prueter Library and provides an opportunity for 
kids to practice their reading in a relaxed atmosphere while making a furry new friend.  The Libraries Illuminated 
grant awarded the Prueter Library $1,500 to purchase additional components for hands-on learning in its Code 
Blasters program, where students learn to animate, modify and design their own games using Scratch programming 
language.  Previously, Libraries Illuminated awarded the Prueter Library funds to purchase 12 laptop computers to 
be used in the Code Blasters program.  The Friends of the Library provided the necessary matching funds to apply 
for this grant. 

Staff member Louise Adaikkalam was the Prueter Library’s winner of the Californians Poetry Contest sponsored 
by the Ventura County Arts Council last October.  Louise received a cash prize and an invitation to read her poem, 
“At Home: To the Grandparents” at a public reading held at the E. P. Foster Library on January 3. 

 

 

We will be offering two special events for adults this quarter.  On January 19 at 
1:00 pm, Dr. Sirena Pellarolo will present an interactive workshop entitled,                                                                                      

  

“Mapping Your 
Successful      

Midlife              
Reinvention, 

” where she will show 
participants how to effec-
tively set a plan of action 
to jump-start a successful 
midlife relaunch 
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Classes, Workshops, Events & Services   
On March 16 at 1:00 pm, Brian Balke, C.Ht., will deliver a presentation entitled “Sleep, Dreams, and Change,” 
in which he will explain what researchers and therapists are learning about how we can better manage our most 
important asset—a healthy mind.  Mr. Balke will blend the hypnotist’s view of behavior change with the benefits 
of sleep to convince the audience 1) to sleep longer and 2) to turn to dreams for their late-night entertainment!  

 

The Prueter Library’s two book discussion groups will begin their 2019 series in February.  Spaces are available 
for new members.  The Mystery Book Discussion Group meets on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 2:00 pm, 
while the Contemporary Literature Book Discussion Group meets on the 4th Thursday of the month at 2:00 
pm.  If interested in joining either group, please contact the Prueter Library at (805) 486-5460 to register.   

 

 

 

More Classes, Workshops, Events & Services   

 

Many of the Library’s classes, workshops, events and services are sponsored wholly or in part by the Friends of 
the Port Hueneme Library.  The homework center is funded by the family of former Port Hueneme Mayor and 
City Councilmember Murray Rosenbluth; the Rosenbluth Family Foundation also funded the purchase of a 3D 
printer and associated equipment and supplies for use in the homework center and STEAM (science, technology, 
engineering, art, and math) workshops.  We extend our heartfelt thanks and appreciation to all of our supporters! 

Listed below are classes and workshops, events, and services scheduled at the Prueter Library from January 
through March.  For updated information and other programs not listed below, please see the Prueter Library’s 
event calendar and blog (Bubbling Springs Bard).  Other information about the Prueter Library can be found on 
our location page at the Ventura County Library website. 
 

Book Clubs – Prueter Library’s two book discussion groups (Mystery and Contemporary Literature) have 
openings for new members. The 2019 series runs from February through October.  The Mystery Dis-
cussion Group meets on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 2:00 pm, while the Contemporary Literature 
Discussion Group meets on the 4th Thursday at 2:00 pm.  To register, please call the library at 805-486-
5460.  For adults. 

BreakOut Adventure – Racing against the clock, kids use clues to solve puzzles that unlock a final key.  
January 22, February 26, March26 (4:00 – 4:45 pm).  For school age children. 

Code Blasters – Students learn to animate, modify and design their own games using Scratch programming 
language.  January 16, February 6 & 20, March 6 & 20  

(3:30 – 5:00 pm).  For school-age children. 
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Reading 

https://vencolibrary.org/calendar/month?audience=All&region=55
http://www.vencolibrary.org/users/bubbling-springs-bard
https://vencolibrary.org/locations/ray-d-prueter-library
https://vencolibrary.org/


Cont’d Classes, Workshops, events & serviCes   

Mission Statement Friends of the Port Hueneme Library 

The mission of the Friends of the Port Hueneme Library is to: 

Raise and donate funds to provide library materials, equipment, programs and services for the Ray D. Prueter Public Library, and to 

encourage community and governmental awareness and support of the library and its services. 

Early Literacy Class (formerly Storytime) – Early literacy based presentations; classes are offered three 
times each week: Monday at 5:30 pm; Tuesday & Wednesday at     10:30 am.  For ages 0-5 & care-
givers. 

 
Mapping Your Successful Midlife Reinvention – This interactive workshop presented by Dr. Sirena Pel-

larolo will show participants how to effectively set a plan of action to jump-start a successful midlife re-
launch.  January 19 (1:00 – 2:30 pm).  For adults. 

 

Paws 4 Healing: Read with Me – Students practice reading while making a furry new friend.  Call or stop 
by the library to sign up.  February 13, March 13 (3:00 – 5:00 pm).  For kids & teens. 

 

Sleep, Dreams, and Change – Brian Balke, C.Ht. will deliver a presentation on what researchers and thera-
pists are learning about how we can better manage our most important asset—a healthy mind.  March 16 
(1:00 – 2:30 pm).  For adults. 

 

STEAM Maker Lab – Science, technology, engineering, art, and math activities, including 3D printing, 
stop-motion animation, and more.  January 23, February 27, March 27 (3:30 – 5:00 pm).  For school 
age children. 

 

Teen Advisory Group (TAG) – Teens earn community service hours by helping the library plan fun Teen 
and Children’s events.  January 15, February 19, March 19 (4:00 – 5:00 pm).  For ages 13 – 17. 

 

Valentine Party – Join in for valentine crafts and fun!  (Hosted by the Teen Advisory Group.)  February 9 
(12:00 – 1:30 pm)  For school age children. 

 

Online Resources 

Ventura County Library’s online resources are accessed through the Library’s website at https://
vencolibrary.org/.  Select the eLibrary tab to link to the Library’s digital collection.  A Ventura County Library 
card is required for use of some resources. 

 

TeachingBooks.net – Of particular interest to teachers and parents, this collection of resources includes au-
thor interviews, lesson plans, discussion guides, readings, and videos on thousands of fiction and nonfic-
tion books.  Every resource is selected to encourage the integration of multimedia, author, and book ma-
terials into reading and library activities. 
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Rosenbluth Family 

Homework Center 

Volunteers provide homework 

help to K-12 students. Home-

work Center hours are the 

following when school is in 

session:   

Monday & Tuesday            

3:00pm to 5:30pm 

Wednesday                           

2:30pm to 5:30pm 

Thursday 

3:00-5:00pm 

Donations, Sponsors & New Members Library Hours 
Monday 

10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday and Wednesday 

10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Thursday, Friday, Saturday 

12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday –Closed 

Don’t Forget -Make us 

Smile with AmazonSmile 

If doesn’t sound like much– a 

nickel for every $10 you spend

– but shopping AmazonSmile 

will enable you to make a do-

nation to the Friends of the 

Port Hueneme Library at      

NO COST TO YOU! 

The 18th Victorian High Tea took place on Sunday October 21, 2018 from 2-4 in the Prueter 
Library.  Record attendance was 130 guests.  (Donna should be able to give you the total for 
table tickets and raffle ticket sales as well as a list of donors of raffle prizes). 

With respect to the Best Hat and Best Table contestants, which are judged by the guests at the 
Tea, Juliet Rodriguez interviewed a long line of fiercely competitive Best Hat contenders. Win-
ners were 1st Place Paula Bass, 2nd Place Amy Arroyo, and 3rd Place Barbara White.  

The Best Table Winners were 1st Place Jackie Braxton, 2nd Place Amy Arroyo and 3rd Place Ber-
nadette McDowell.  

Jackie Braxton’s prize-winning table and guests provided a time travel visit back to Victorian 
England. Her guests included son Henry Braxton II, daughter Chastity Braxton and sister-in-law 
Penny Braxton. 

First-timer Laura Hernandez was awarded the Hostess Prize. 

We were delighted to learn that three generations from the Kelly Long family plan to make the 
Tea an annual event. The Long table was loaded with heirloom china and a whimsical bunny 
centerpiece. Not only were her daughters Morgan and Meghan delightful hostesses but also 
proved ready, willing and able assistants with the raffle and ballots. 

A special thank you to Debbie Hernandez’s crew who set up the tables and chairs the day be-
fore and to Boy Scout Troop 2007, which is based out of Living Hope church in Port Hueneme 
and who helped put the library back together again.  

Sponsors:  

 Tom Fraser ,Cathy Penprase, 

Jonnie Lisman, Juliet Rodriguez, 

Anthony and Barbara Volante, 

and  Larry Goldstein (Hueneme 

Bay Center).  

 

new members: 

Amparo Bravo, Ada Seto, and 

Will and Beckie Berg.   
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Name:___________________________ 

Address:_________________________ 

City:____________________________ 

State:______          Zip:_____________ 

Phone:___________________________ 

Email:__________________________ 

Send Newsletter : ____Printed copy  or   ____ E-Mail                                             

 

Membership Level (check 
one): 
 
___ Individual $10.00 

___ Family  $15.00 

___ Friend $25.00-49.00 

___ Patron $50.00-99.00 

___ Sponsor $100.00 or 

   more 

ADDITIONAL DONATION: 

$_____   FOR: __________ 

 
 

Please check all areas  

where you can help. 

 
___ Book Sales    

___ Membership    

___Program & Events    

___ Bulk Mail    

___Sorting Books    

___Newsletter    

___Fund Raising    

___ Internet Trainer    

___ Publicity 

___ Trip Planning     

___ Other ______________ 

 
Please make check payable to:  
 
Friends of the Port Hueneme Library 
Mail to: P.O. Box 532   
Port Hueneme, CA 93044-0532 

Membership Application Form ___ NEW    ____RENEW 

https://www.facebook.com/PortHuenemeFriends 

FRIENDS OF PORT HUENEME  

LIBRARY 

P. O. BOX 532 

 PORT HUENEME, CA  93044-0532 

Remember to send in your membership renewals. The first line on your address label tells you the month your membership renewal is 

due.  Your membership status can be found at the bottom of your snail mail address label or on the subject line of the e-mail.  The four  

categories of reminders are:  Paid up, Past Due, Due Now (January, February, March), Due Next Time (April, May, June). 


