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President’s Letter 

One of the 3 biggest fund raisers the Friends of the Library hold every year is the Spring Book Sale.  

Unfortunately, due to the lack of book donations, the Friends were unable to have a book sale for 

the past two years. But thanks to the generosity of our neighbors and friends, we once again re-

newed that yearly event. On Saturday April 6th, over 100 friends and neighbors browsed through 

our large selection of books.  Top sellers were children’s books, cookbooks, as well as novels and 

other fiction and non-fiction books.  If you missed it, there is still a large selection of books availa-

ble in the lobby of the library. 

The Book Sale would not be possible without the hard work of volunteers. This year we were de-

lighted to have assistance from the US Naval Sea Cadets from Navy Base Ventura County.  These 

six young men, and their staff, helped set up tables, cart boxes of books and help stack books onto 

the many tables.  A big thank you to Sol Buxton, Harley Hicks, Charles Thomas, Richard Cuevas, 

Brody Nostitz and Zachary Sarkisian. Along with staff member, Eric Hicks. Nostitz’s sister, Dyllin 

and mom also helped. 

Although these young men helped in the morning to set up, they were not available in the after-

noon.  When it came time to put away the books and tables, board members were assisted by the 

husbands of Anna Hanley and Arlene Fraser, along with volunteer Alan Hale. Anna’s daughter was 

also a tremendous help. Without their assistance, I think we would still be there putting books 

away.   

We do not have a fund raiser over the summer, the next one will be the Victorian Tea on October 

20th. Mark your calendars, that is one you don’t want to miss.  More information will be coming out 

in a few months. But with summer, comes the beach, travel, or just relaxing in the back yard. Don’t 

forget to check out the lobby of the library for a selection of “beach reads”. All books are under 

$3.00, with many priced at only 25₵. 

Though not a fund raiser, the Friends will be having their Annual Meeting on Sunday May 5th  at 

2pm. After a very short board meeting, where board members will be sworn in, City councilwoman 

Sylvia Munoz-Schnopps, will be giving a talk on “The Cristero Rebellion”, a “holy war” rarely 

mentioned in history books. The 3-years of upheaval marked a time when the Federales made prac-

ticing one’s faith a crime in Mexico. We hope to see you there. 

Jonnie Lisman 



Librarian’s Report 
 Submitted by, Bernadette McDowell, City Librarian 
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Dear Friends—it’s time for me to say goodbye to all of you who, as members of 
the Friends of the Port Hueneme Library, have so faithfully supported the Prueter 
Library over many years—and who have helped to make my work as City        
Librarian fulfilling.  I will be retiring this year—my last day of work will be May 
18, 2019. 

 

I have been your City Librarian since 2011.  Much has happened in the last eight 
years.  We have incorporated STEAM activities into many of our children’s after-
school and Summer Reading activities.  Our old computer room was remodeled to 
provide much-needed meeting room space to community groups without charge.  The children’s area was expand-
ed and the teen and adult areas moved to accommodate that expansion.  New furniture was purchased to refurbish 
and enhance the adult, teen, and children’s areas, and new, up-to-date equipment was bought for the meeting 
room.  All of this was made possible by contributions from the Friends of the Library, the Rosenbluth Family 
Foundation, and a bequest from Claire Wyers, a long-time library supporter.  It has been an interesting and excit-
ing time to be a librarian! 

 

In retirement I plan to do all of the things I haven’t been able to do as much as I would like while working: READ, 
work on home projects, volunteer, travel, garden, research family history, and participate in musical groups.  I’ve 
promised to continue to hostess a table at the Friends’ Victorian High Tea fundraiser and…I look forward to 
watching the library’s progress from the sidelines! 

 

On another note, I want to thank all of you for the $11,000 check the Friends Board recently issued to the Prueter 
Library to purchase new materials.  The funds will be split evenly between the collections for adults and children, 
so that $5,500 will go to each. 

               
               
The Ventura County Mobile Library is coming!  
Our new bookmobile will be delivered toward the 
end of April.  A celebration will take place at the 
Government Center on Tuesday, May 7 at 1:30 
pm.  After a short presentation to the Board of  
Supervisors, the Mobile Library will be open to the 
public for tours.  The bookmobile is expected to be 
on the road sometime in May; routes are being  
finalized. 

 

 

We are in the process of planning Summer Reading events.   

  The Friends provide funds for the library to bring in special performers.   
 See the next page  for details. 

 



Classes, Workshops, Events & Services   
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Many of the Library’s classes, workshops, events and services are sponsored wholly or in part by the Friends of 
the Port Hueneme Library.  The homework center is funded by the family of former Port Hueneme Mayor and 
City Councilmember Murray Rosenbluth; the Rosenbluth Family Foundation also funded the purchase of a 3D 
printer and associated equipment and supplies for use in the homework center and STEAM (science, technolo-
gy, engineering, art, and math) workshops.  We extend our heartfelt thanks and appreciation to all of our sup-
porters! 

 

Listed below are classes and workshops, events, and services scheduled at the Prueter Library from January 
through March.  For updated information and other programs not listed below, please see the Prueter Library’s 
event calendar and blog (Bubbling Springs Bard).  Other information about the Prueter Library can be found on 
our location page at the Ventura County Library website. 

 

Book Clubs – Prueter Library’s two book discussion groups (Mystery and Contemporary Literature) have 
openings for new members. The 2019 series runs from February through October.  The Mystery Dis-
cussion Group meets on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 2:00 pm, while the Contemporary Literature 
Discussion Group meets on the 4th Thursday at 2:00 pm.  To register, please call the library at 805-486
-5460.  For adults. 

 
BreakOut Adventure – Racing against the clock, kids use clues to solve puzzles that unlock a final key.  

April 9 (3:00 – 4:00 pm).  For school age children. 

 
Code Blasters – Students learn to animate, modify and design their own games using Scratch programming 

language.  April 3 & 17; May 1 & 15; June 5 & 19  

(3:30 – 5:00 pm).  For school-age children. 

 
Early Literacy Class (formerly Storytime) – Early literacy based presentations; classes are offered three 

times each week: Monday at 5:30 pm; Tuesday & Wednesday at     10:30 am.  For ages 0-5 & care-
givers. 

 
Paws 4 Healing: Read with Me – Students practice reading while making a furry new friend.  Call or stop 

by the library to sign up.  April 10, May 8, June 12  

(3:00 – 5:00 pm).  For kids & teens. 

 
Read Me a Story & More – Early literacy training for parents and caregivers of children 0-5 years old.  Partici-
pants receive a variety of materials to take home with them to use with their young children.  April 30 (6:00 – 
8:00 pm).  For adults – registration required  

 

Spring Fling & Book Fair – Hosted by the Teen Advisory Group (TAG), kids and their families are invit-
ed to celebrate spring by visiting the library to enjoy live animals at a petting zoo and to make crafts and play 
games!  Everyone has an opportunity to embark on a new adventure by picking up a gently used book at the 
Friends of the Library Book Fair!  April 6 (Spring Fling 12:00 noon – 2:00 pm; Book Fair 12:00 noon – 3:00 
pm).  For all ages. 

https://vencolibrary.org/calendar/month?audience=All&region=55
http://www.vencolibrary.org/users/bubbling-springs-bard
https://vencolibrary.org/locations/ray-d-prueter-library
https://vencolibrary.org/
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STEAM Maker Lab – Science, technology, engineering, art, and math activities, including 3D printing, 
stop-motion animation, and more.  April 24, May 22 (3:30 – 5:00 pm).  For school age children. 

 

Teen Advisory Group (TAG) – Teens earn community service hours by helping the library plan fun 
Teen and Children’s events.  April 23, May 21 (4:00 – 5:00 pm).   

For ages 13 – 17. 

 

Summer Reading Events 

Performers & More – Mondays (3:00 – 4:00 pm) 

July 1 – David Cousin (juggler) – Summer Reading Kick-off Show 

July 8 – Christopher T (magician) 

July 15 – Joe Gandelman (puppets) 

July 22 – Wildlife Experience (animals) 

July 29 – Nathalia (bilingual music) 

August 5 – Kona Ice Truck (shave ice) – End of Summer Reading Party 

 

Online Resources 

Ventura County Library’s online resources are accessed through the Library’s website at https://
vencolibrary.org/.  Select the eLibrary tab to link to the Library’s digital collection.  A Ventura County Li-
brary card is required for use of some content.  Highlighted below are the Library’s online genealogy offer-
ings. 

Ancestry Library Edition – Available in-library only. Includes over 5 billion names and 500,000 family 
trees.  Provides extensive coverage of the U.S. and information from the U.K. 

Family History Books – A collection of more than 150,000 digitized genealogy and family history publi-
cations. 

ProQuest Historical Newspapers – Provides genealogists, researchers, and scholars searchable first-
hand accounts and coverage from: 

 

The Los Angeles Times (1881-1990) 

The New York Times (1851-2010) with Index (1851-1993) 

The Christian Science Monitor (1908-2000) 

The Wall Street Journal (1889-1996) 

The Washington Post (1877-1997) 

 

https://vencolibrary.org/
https://vencolibrary.org/


Rosenbluth Family 

Homework Center 

Volunteers provide homework 

help to K-12 students. Home-

work Center hours are the 

following when school is in 

session:   

Monday & Tuesday            

3:00pm to 5:30pm 

Wednesday                           

2:30pm to 5:30pm 

Thursday 

3:00-5:00pm 

Donations, Sponsors & New Members Library Hours 
Monday 

10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday and Wednesday 

10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Thursday, Friday, Saturday 

12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday –Closed 

Don’t Forget -Make us 

Smile with AmazonSmile 

If doesn’t sound like much– a 

nickel for every $10 you spend

– but shopping AmazonSmile 

will enable you to make a do-

nation to the Friends of the 

Port Hueneme Library at      

NO COST TO YOU! 

Mission Statement Friends of the Port Hueneme Library 

The mission of the Friends of the Port Hueneme Library is to: 

Raise and donate funds to provide library materials, equipment, programs and services 

for the Ray D. Prueter Public Library, and to encourage community and governmental 

awareness and support of the library and its services. 

New members:  Bob Moore and Laura Hernandez 
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   Friends of the Port Hueneme Library Annual Meeting 

Author, Professor, and Councilwoman Sylvia Munoz Schnopp 

will be addressing the topic: 

“The Cristero Rebellion” 

at the Ray D. Prueter Library 

510 Park Ave, Port Hueneme 

on May 5, 2019 following a short business meeting at 2:00PM 
On Cinco de Mayo, Sylvia 

Munoz Schnopp will be 

presenting a 60-minute 

multimedia presentation on 

the Cristero Rebellion. 

Not only does Mayor 

Schnopp trace her heritage 

back to the early 20th 

Century in Ventura County, 

but as a former executive 

with AT&T Wireless, she 

also served as a former 

National Director of Multi-

Cultural Initiatives, where 

she led the way in Spanish-

language marketing, media, 

and public relations. 

Sylvia, herself, would have known nothing about the Cristero Rebellion, a “holy war” 

lasting from 1926 to 1929 and rarely mentioned in history books, had not her father, who 

was only a boy at the time, been willing to reveal a family secret.   

It seems that Sylvia’s grandfather participated in the uprising of the Cristeros (Soldiers 

for Christ) against anti-Catholic government forces.  The three years of upheaval marked 

a time when the Federales made practicing one’s faith a crime in Mexico.  More than 

90,000 people perished. 

Sylvia had no idea that two serendipitous events would occur before her book could be 

published.  First, the film “For Greater Glory” (starring Andy Garcia) was released by the 

Knights of Columbus in July of 2012, thus creating national interest in her topic.  Second, 

and even more importantly, Sylvia discovered that a number of local families were 

personally connected to the Cristero Rebellion, and she now had the opportunity to 

include them as well. 

Save the Date for our upcoming Annual Meeting           
Details listed below 



Name:___________________________ 

Address:_________________________ 

City:____________________________ 

State:______          Zip:_____________ 

Phone:___________________________ 

Email:__________________________ 

Send Newsletter : ____Printed copy  or   ____ E-Mail                                             

 

Membership Level (check 
one): 
 
___ Individual $10.00 

___ Family  $15.00 

___ Friend $25.00-49.00 

___ Patron $50.00-99.00 

___ Sponsor $100.00 or 

   more 

ADDITIONAL DONATION: 

$_____   FOR: __________ 

 
 

Please check all areas  

where you can help. 

 
___ Book Sales    

___ Membership    

___Program & Events    

___ Bulk Mail    

___Sorting Books    

___Newsletter    

___Fund Raising    

___ Internet Trainer    

___ Publicity 

___ Trip Planning     

___ Other ______________ 

 
Please make check payable to:  
 
Friends of the Port Hueneme Library 
Mail to: P.O. Box 532   
Port Hueneme, CA 93044-0532 

Membership Application Form ___ NEW    ____RENEW 

https://www.facebook.com/PortHuenemeFriends 

FRIENDS OF PORT HUENEME  

LIBRARY 

P. O. BOX 532 

 PORT HUENEME, CA  93044-0532 

Remember to send in your membership renewals. The first line on your address label tells you the month your membership renewal is 

due.  Your membership status can be found at the bottom of your snail mail address label or on the subject line of the e-mail.  The four  

categories of reminders are:  Paid up, Past Due, Due Now (April, May, June) Due Next Time (July, August, September). 


