
P. O. Box 532, Port Hueneme   CA  93044-0532 

2018-2019                            
Officers & Board of Directors 

Jonnie Lisman                       
President                            

Book Sales/Lobby/Shop/
Bookies 

JoAnn Van Reenan                 
Co-Vice President – Programs 

Anna Hanely                           
Co-Vice President – Programs 

Beverly Kelley                       
Vice President-Membership, 

Publicity 

Steven Almcrantz               
Secretary 

Donna Breeze                   
Treasurer 

Bernadette McDowell          
City Librarian 

Sienna Sydlaske               
Youth Librarian 

Website http://porthuenemefriends.wordpress.com/ Fall 2018 

Friends of the Ray D. Prueter Library 

 Members at Large: 

    Debbie Hernandez               

Newsletter/Fliers 

Lorena Arroyo                                                                                   

Newsletter Distribution 

Carol Melugin-Liaison with 

NBVC 

Cathy Penprase                  

Board Member Emerita 

Paula Sullivan                         

Ellie Stevens 

Erma Waddell 

Arlene Fraser 

Juliet Rodriquez 

Barbara Burnett                 

Board Member Emerita 

President ‘s Message: 

As we enter the remaining months of 2018 I want to take this opportunity to thank each and every 
member of the Friends for their contributions throughout the year. Whether it’s membership fees, 
fundraising events, donations, or purchasing books from our little lobby book corner, each of you has 

contributed in some way.  

In the last 5 years, the Friends has helped the Ray Prueter Library to fulfill the library’s “wish list” with 
items such as chairs for public computer work stations ($2,611.43), Vertical blinds ($4,217.06),     
interactive wall panels for the Children’s Early Learning Center ($2,689.51), and Laptop computers. 
The Friends matched funds from a “Libraries Illuminate Grant” funded by California Library Services 
Act.  The total of these funds and the Friends matching amount allowed the Prueter Library to        

purchase 12 laptop computers for the children’s center. 

Other contributions over the years include books and materials and general funding for children/teen/
adult programs such as the Summer Reading Program, Early Literacy Program,  Musician Craig 
Newton, Kealoha Dancers, Magician Shawn McMaster, Reptile Family, Spring Fling Petting Zoo and 

Crafts, and many more. 

   Our biggest fundraiser, the annual Victorian tea, is almost full and looks to be another great suc-
cess.  Our next fundraiser will be the Christmas Boutique on Saturday December 1st.  Donated items 
range in price from 25₵ to $10.00 with the majority of items $1.00 or less. If you have items to do-
nate please drop off at the library no later than Tuesday November 27th.  Items don’t have to be 
new, but we request that items be in very good to excellent condition. Many of the local children use 

our      boutique to buy items for their family members that they could not afford otherwise. 

And we always need donated books for our lobby store.  Due to a decrease in donations the past 
couple of years, we have not had enough books to generate our usual book sale in the Spring.  So 
we rely heavily on our lobby store. We accept books on any subject, but they must be in good        
condition. If we can’t sell the books we donate them to other companies that will sell them or recycle 
them for us. Many of our books are only 25₵, but nothing over $5. We price according to how new 

the book is and what condition it is in. 

Jonnie Lisman 

are dreams lived out on paper 



 

Librarian’s Report 
 Submitted by, Bernadette McDowell, City Librarian 

Page 2 

On Saturday, October 27 at 3:00 pm, Barbarian Days author William Finnegan will speak about his book at 
the Museum of Ventura County in a session that will be followed by a moderated Q&A and a book signing.  
Seating is limited; tickets are required, but can be picked up free at the Prueter Library and other branches of 
the Ventura County Library.  

 

CSU Channel Islands lecturer Cynthia Hartley will present,  

“Life and Death in the Dunes:  

The Shorebirds of Ormond Beach.”  Date and time to be announced. 

 

For kids, the STEAM Maker Lab on Wednesday, October 24 at 4:00 pm 

 will challenge school-age participants to use their engineering skills to                                                          
design a foil boat that can carry many times its weight without sinking. 

October is the month of “One County, One Book” – the Ventura County Library’s initiative to bring together 
communities through reading and discussing the same book.  This year’s selection, William Finnegan’s Pulitz-
er Prize-winning memoir, Barbarian Days: A Surfing Life, details Finnegan’s relationship with the “beautiful 
   addiction” of surfing and how it shaped his life.  With surfing having recently been 
   named California’s state sport, Barbarian Days has special significance not just for 
   Ventura, where Finnegan learned to  surf, but for the state as a whole.  The Prueter
   Library, along with the rest of the library system, has a series of events lined up that 
   connect in some way with the themes of the book. 

    

   First of all, anyone who has read Barbarian Days is invited to participate in a book 
              discussion to be held at the Prueter Library on Saturday, October 6 at 2:00 pm.   
      

   Share your impressions of the book with others: what do you think motivated  
     Finnegan to write his life story; what places would you like to visit;  
    is there a lesson to be learned from Finnegan’s experiences?   

 

    

   On Saturday, October 13 at 3:00 pm, local Port Hueneme surfer Steven  
   Gama will present a talk on the history of surfboards during his lifetime. 

 

   Prueter Library will present a special screening of the surf documentary, 

    The Endless Summer II, on Saturday, October 20 at 1:00 pm.   
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Classes, Workshops, Events & Services   

     Events related to One County, One Book are not all that’s happening in October!  

 

 

 Join us for a scary fun time as the Prueter     

Library turns haunted for :                               

 Horror in the Stacks   
    on  

 Friday, October 12 (7:30 to 8:30 pm).   

          Be prepared to be scared!   

All are welcome, but children under the  age of 10 
must be accompanied by an adult. 

Two other special events I would like to highlight are the Californians Poetry Contest sponsored by the 
Ventura County Arts Council (October 1 – 31); and the Read Me a Story & More workshop for parents 
and caregivers of children 0-5 years old (October 24 at 6:00 pm).  See descriptions below for details. 

Many of the Library’s classes, workshops, events and services are sponsored wholly or in part by the Friends 
of the Port Hueneme Library.  The homework center is funded by the family of former Port Hueneme Mayor 
and City Councilmember Murray Rosenbluth; the Rosenbluth Family Foundation also funded the purchase of 
a 3D printer and associated equipment and supplies for use in the homework center and STEAM (science, 
technology, engineering, art, and math) workshops.  We extend our heartfelt thanks and appreciation to all of 
our supporters! 

 

Listed below are classes and workshops, events, and services scheduled at the Prueter Library from October 
through December.  For updated information and other happenings not listed below, please see the Prueter Li-
brary’s event calendar and blog (Bubbling Springs Bard).  Other information about the Prueter Library can be 
found on our location page at the Ventura County Library website. 

Book Clubs – Prueter Library’s two book discussion groups (Mystery and Contemporary Literature)   
have openings for new members. The 2018 series runs from February through October.  The    
Mystery Discussion Group meets on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 2:00 pm, while the          
Contemporary Literature Discussion Group meets on the 4th Thursday at 2:00 pm.  To register, 
please call the library    at 805-486-5460.  For adults. 

BreakOut Adventure – Racing against the clock, kids use clues to solve puzzles that unlock a final 
key.  November 27 (4:00 – 4:45 pm).  For school age children. 

https://vencolibrary.org/calendar/month?audience=All&region=55
http://www.vencolibrary.org/users/bubbling-springs-bard
https://vencolibrary.org/locations/ray-d-prueter-library
https://vencolibrary.org/
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Cont’d Classes, Workshops, events & serviCes   

Californians Poetry Contest – Sponsored by the Ventura County Arts Council; participants may submit up to 
three original poems (no longer than 30 lines each) on the “human geography” of California, that is, their 
individual stories, whether from California’s tumultuous past or its lively present, to tell the bigger story of 
who we are as Californians and why we are here in this place we call home.  Winners will receive prizes and 
an invitation to attend a public reading as an honored guest.  Contest runs October 1 – 31.  For adults. 

Code Blasters – Students learn to animate, modify and design their own games using Scratch programming  
language.  November 7 & 21; December 5 & 19 (3:30 – 5:00 pm).  For school-age children. 

Early Literacy Class (formerly Storytime) – Early literacy based presentations; classes are offered three times 
each week: Monday at 5:30 pm; Tuesday & Wednesday at     10:30 am.  For ages 0-5 & caregivers. 

 

Horror in the Stacks – Organized by the Teen Advisory Group (TAG); come for a scary fun time as the library 
turns haunted!  Be prepared to be scared!  October 12 (7:30 – 8:30 pm).  All are welcome, but children 9 
and under must be accompanied by an adult. 

Paws 4 Healing: Read with Me – Students practice reading while making a furry new friend.  Call or stop by 
the library to sign up.  October 10, November 14, December 12.  (3:00 – 5:00 pm).  For kids & teens. 

Read Me a Story & More Workshop – Early literacy training for parents and caregivers of children 0-5 years 
old.  Participants receive a variety of materials to take home with them to use with their young children.   
October 24 (6:00 – 8:00 pm).  For adults only – advance registration required. 

STEAM Maker Lab – Science, technology, engineering, art, and math activities, including 3D printing, stop-
motion animation, and more.  A foil boat challenge will be held at the October 24 workshop: participants 
will design a “seaworthy” boat out of aluminum foil and try it out in the water.  October 24 (4:00 – 5:00 
pm); November 28 (3:30 – 5:00 pm).  For school age children. 

Teen Advisory Group (TAG) – Teens earn community service hours by helping the library plan fun Teen and 
Children’s events.  October 2, 9, 11 & 16; November 20; December 18 (4:00 – 5:00 pm).                      
For ages 13 – 17. 

Online Resources 

Ventura County Library’s online resources are accessed through the Library’s website at https://
vencolibrary.org/.  Select the eLibrary tab to link to the Library’s digital collection.  A Ventura County Library 
card is required for use. 

MyVCLib App – The Ventura County Library (VCL) now has an app for easy access to library services on 
your mobile devices.  The MyVCLib mobile app is available from the Google Play or Apple app store.   
MyVCLib delivers the VCL catalog along with services such as catalog search, holds, and renewals.  Down-
loadable book and online resource apps are integrated within MyVCLib for easy access to eBooks, eAudio-
books, language learning, movies, and music.  Users also have quick links to the Ventura County eLibrary, the 
VCL event calendar, VCL news, and library location information.  Other features include: 

BookLook, which allows customers to scan a book’s barcode (for example, when in a bookstore) to 
see if the library owns the title. 

“Popular This Week” suggested reading lists.  

A place to store library card numbers.  

Links to the library’s social media and website. 

https://vencolibrary.org/
https://vencolibrary.org/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.bredir.boopsie.vencolib&hl=en
https://itunes.apple.com/ml/app/my-vclib/id1165089087?mt=8


Rosenbluth Family 

Homework Center 

Volunteers provide homework 

help to K-12 students. Home-

work Center hours are the 

following when school is in 

session:   

Monday & Tuesday            

3:00pm to 5:30pm 

Wednesday                           

2:30pm to 5:30pm 

Thursday 

3:00-5:00pm 
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Donations, Sponsors & New Members  Library Hours 
Monday 

10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday and Wednesday 

10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Thursday, Friday, Saturday 

12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday –Closed 

Don’t Forget -Make us 

Smile with AmazonSmile 

If doesn’t sound like much– a 

nickel for every $10 you spend

– but shopping AmazonSmile 

will enable you to make a do-

nation to the Friends of the 

Port Hueneme Library at      

NO COST TO YOU! 

Mission Statement Friends of the Port Hueneme Library 

The mission of the Friends of the Port Hueneme Library is to: 

Raise and donate funds to provide library materials, equipment, programs and services 

for the Ray D. Prueter Public Library, and to encourage community and governmental 

awareness and support of the library and its services. 

 

Sponsor Level: 

George and Carol Melugin 

Diane and Barry De Chaine 



Name:___________________________ 

Address:_________________________ 

City:____________________________ 

State:______          Zip:_____________ 

Phone:___________________________ 

Email:__________________________ 

Send Newsletter : ____Printed copy  or   ____ E-Mail                                             

 

Membership Level (check 
one): 
 
___ Individual $10.00 

___ Family  $15.00 

___ Friend $25.00-49.00 

___ Patron $50.00-99.00 

___ Sponsor $100.00 or 

   more 

ADDITIONAL DONATION: 

$_____   FOR: __________ 

 
 

Please check all areas  

where you can help. 

 
___ Book Sales    

___ Membership    

___Program & Events    

___ Bulk Mail    

___Sorting Books    

___Newsletter    

___Fund Raising    

___ Internet Trainer    

___ Publicity 

___ Trip Planning     

___ Other ______________ 

 
Please make check payable to:  
 
Friends of the Port Hueneme Library 
Mail to: P.O. Box 532   
Port Hueneme, CA 93044-0532 

Membership Application Form ___ NEW    ____RENEW 

https://www.facebook.com/PortHuenemeFriends 

FRIENDS OF PORT HUENEME  

LIBRARY 

P. O. BOX 532 

 PORT HUENEME, CA  93044-0532 

Remember to send in your membership renewals. The first line on your address label tells you the month your membership renewal is 

due.  Your membership status can be found at the bottom of your snail mail address label or on the subject line of the e-mail.  The four  

categories of reminders are:  Paid up, Past Due, Due Now (July , August, September), Due Next Time (October, November, December). 


