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Dear Friends:
 
On September 22,1989, a brand new public library building On September 22,1989, a brand new public library building 
for the City of Port Hueneme was dedicated, and on Sep-
tember 25, 1989 it opened to the public.  As of September 
25 of this year, we began the 25th year of library service in 
the new Ray D. Prueter Library!
 
We are so grateful that the City of Port Hueneme cared 
enough about our residents to plan and pay for this beauti-
ful library building.  At the time of its opening, the City 
Council members were Mayor Dorill Wright, Mayor Pro-Tem 
Orvene Carpenter, and Council members Ken Hess, Jim Dan-
iels and Dean Green.  The City Manager was John R. 
Velthoen.  Redevelopment funds helped the City to pay for 
such a big undertaking.  The library was named after Ray D. 
Prueter who was Mayor of the City of Port Hueneme from 
April 1962 to April 1974.  He and his wife Laura, who is still a 
member of the Friends, were great supporters of the library 
and of the Friends.

Ray D.  Prueter and Dorill Wright at the ribbon cutting for 
the new library, 1989



On behalf of the Friends and our city residents, I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank that City Council for its foresight in building this wonderful institution and to thank 
subsequent and current City Councils for continuing to provide money from city funds to 
help support the library’s budget.  They have given more city support than most cities in 
the Ventura County Library System.  We congratulate them for supporting this rich re-
source for our city’s residents!
 
Another major donor to our library is the Rosenbluth Family Foundation.  Murray and his 
late wife Adele Rosenbluth cared so much about our library that their foundation gives 
continuing funds for the library’s Homework Center.  Their contribution is greatly appre-
ciated.
 
YOU – the Friends – are also a major part of the financial support for the library. You – 
the Friends - are invaluable in keeping more books on the shelves, more programs and 
activities for children, teens and adults, in providing funds for special projects needed by 
the library.  Your membership dues are a major part of our Friends budget, so be sure 
your membership is up to date.  How to tell?  Check the subject line for renewal date if 
you get the newsletter by e-mail.  If you receive your newsletter by mail, the renewal 
date will be on your address label.
  
We need your support as members, and we also hope you will attend our fundraisers.  
The biggest one of the year is our Annual High Tea on October 19.  Please make your res-
ervations early for this delightful afternoon!  It is popular so don’t delay. (See the article 
about the tea and the flyer and reservation form in this newsletter)
 
We also need some generous Friends to help us pay for the vertical blinds recently in-
stalled on the long row of windows in the library. Arlene Fraser reports on the progress 
of this “wish list” project later in this newsletter.
 
In conclusion, thanks to our City, to our generous donors and to you, our loyal Friends, 
for helping our library provide its vital services to our community.
 
Cathy Penprase, President
Bargain gifts will be available for the whole family at our annual Christmas Boutique to be 
held in the library on Saturday, December 6 from noon to 4:00.  Jewelry, scarves, games, 
art objects, books – all sorts of possibilities for Christmas presents will be available, and 
the prices are amazingly low!  Children can find good gifts for mom and dad, and adults 
will find many treasures here also.
If you have been cleaning out closets and cupboards and have items that you think would If you have been cleaning out closets and cupboards and have items that you think would 
be saleable at this event, we would appreciate your donations for the sale.  We are 
unable to receive them until after October 1.  After that, you can leave them at the library 
directed to the Friends.  Please be sure that items are in good condition. Since our sale 
space is small in the library, we cannot accept furniture or really large items. If you have 
questions on the Boutique, please call Jonnie at 805-216-9966.



Library Hours

Monday
10:00 a.m. to 7:00 

p.m.

Tuesday & 
Wednesday

10:00 a.m. to 6:00 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 
p.m.

Thursday, Friday,
Saturday

12:00 p.m. to 5:00 
p.m.

Sunday –Closed

Rosenbluth Rosenbluth 
Family
Homework 
Center

Monday and 
Tuesday

3:00 p.m. to 5:30 3:00 p.m. to 5:30 
p.m.

Wednesday
2:30 p.m. to 5:30 

p.m.

Thursday
3:00 p.m. to 5:00 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 

p.m.

Ray D. Prueter 
Library

510 Park Avenue
Port Hueneme, 
CA 93041
805 486-5460805 486-5460

LIbrarian’s Report by Bernadette McDowell
The Prueter Library has had a suc-
cessful summer with several 
well-attended programs spon-
sored by the Friends of the Port 
Hueneme Library. The photo is 
from the Shaggy Creatures 
puppet show presented on July 
14.

Other programs included Family 
Fun Days and Crafty Kids, as well 
as an ice cream party with draw-
ings for prizes, including a robot, 
gift cards,  and books.

About 25 people either watched or participated in the Simul-
taneous Chess Exhibition held on July 12.   Jack Cashman, 
President of the Ventura County Chess Club, played 16 games 
against as many adults and children. (Jack offered a draw to 
several participants who played a good game.) Everyone had 
a good time and some were interested in participating in 
future chess events. 

The Family Ukulele Class with Alan Ferentz was also a popular 
program, so popular, in fact, that Alan will continue to offer a 
basic one-hour class once a month.  See description under 
“Events” below.
Events 
August 26 – The Rosenbluth Family Homework Center 
opens for the 2014/15 school year. K-12 students are able to 
come after school to get help with their homework  assign-
ments. Computers are available to students for research. 
Homework Center hours are the following:
 3:00 – 5:30 Monday & Tuesday
2:30 – 5:30 Wednesday
3:00 – 5:00 Thursday

September 27 (1 pm) – Basic Ukulele Class: want to learn 
how to play the ukulele in a DAY? Kids (ages 7 and up) and 
adults are invited to join local musician Alan Ferentz for 
a fun one-hour class designed to have beginning musicians a fun one-hour class designed to have beginning musicians 
up and playing right away.  (continued on next page)



Kids under 10 years of age should be accompanied by a partici-
pating grown-up. The same class will be offered four times, at 
1:00 pm on the following Saturdays: Sept. 27, Oct. 25, Nov. 15, 
and Dec. 13. A limited number of ukuleles will be available for 
those who do not own an instrument. Please call the Ray D. Pru-
eter Library at 486-5460 for further information.

Online Resources
Ventura County Library’s newest online resource is Hoopla, a new  digital streaming ser-
vice: download or stream music, movies, TV shows, and audiobooks. Up to 8 items may 
be borrowed each  month. A free app is available for tablets and phones. 

You may also be interested in the following resources:
Access Video on Demand - Streaming video from outstanding producers and broadcast-
ers, including BBC, PBS, ABC News, CNBC, Biography, History Channel, National 
Geographic, Rick Steves and hundreds more.
Freegal Music - Popular, free and legal music. Downloads are all in MP3 format. Stream-
ing also available. Customers are allowed 3 hours of streaming music per day and five 
downloads per week - per library card. 
IndieFlix - Unlimited access to thousands of independent films, including film festival hits 
from Sundance, Cannes, Tribeca and more (over 660 festivals).

Access all online resources through the Ventura County Library’s website at 
www.vencolibrary.org. (Click on the eLibrary tab to link to the library’s digital collection.)

Volunteer Opportunity

Make a difference in the future of a child. Help the kids of Port Hueneme succeed by Make a difference in the future of a child. Help the kids of Port Hueneme succeed by 
giving 2-3 hours a week to assist with daily homework assignments. The Library is re-
cruiting volunteers to staff the Rosenbluth Family Homework Center. This is an excel-
lent opportunity for retirees, high school students, and college students interested 
in gaining valuable experience in the education field. Volunteers work one-on-one or 
with small groups of K-12 students. An open heart and familiarity with basic math, 
reading and writing are all that's needed to be a successful homework center vol-
unteer. Minimum age to volunteer is 16 years. Anyone interested should 

contact the Homework Center Coordinator at 486-5460 or 340-7288.



Save the Date!

Victorian High Tea
October 19, 2014

Holiday Boutique
December 6, 2014

Membership

A big thank you to the following 
members who have renewed at the 
Sponsor level ($100 or more):

Donna and Doug Breeze
Michael and Rosemary Tobin
Caroline TupperCaroline Tupper

 “ Let us gather for a greeting, With our teacups filled with tea
 And I'll tell  you how important Your friendship is to me.”
   --Alda Ellis, Hats Off To Tea

    Tea and friendship--that is what it will be all about on Sunday, October 19, when     Tea and friendship--that is what it will be all about on Sunday, October 19, when 
Friends of the Library hosts our Thirteenth Annual Victorian High Tea--our most festive 
and eagerly anticipated event of the year.  Be sure to locate the flyer in this newslet-
ter and make your reservation early--space is limited and we sell out fast.

    But friendship is about more than partaking--it is also about personal growth and     But friendship is about more than partaking--it is also about personal growth and 
the giving of hospitality to others.  To that end, I would like to encourage you to con-
sider joining our hostess circle.  It is easy to do, and fun--all it takes is a table cover, 
some pretty dishes and a little creativity.  Make this your year to shine. If interested, 
please contact me right away at  805-488-2451.  I'll give you all the information and 
help you need to get started.

                Bonnie Goldstein, Vice President - Programs



MORE “ANGELS” NEEDED FOR OUR “WISH LIST PROJECT!

Long-needed vertical blinds have been installed in the Children’s and Adult Reading areas   
in the library. They keep the sun from pouring in and also allow darkening the area for film 
programs. This is the Friends “Wish List” project for this year. 

The down payment was made possible with generous donations from the following:
Hueneme Beautiful, Arlene and Tom Fraser, Donna and Doug Breeze, Cathy Penprase, 
Cathy Thomason and Rosemary Tobin. The chart below shows how far we’ve come and Cathy Thomason and Rosemary Tobin. The chart below shows how far we’ve come and 
how far we need to go to reach our goal of $6,100.00. 

Please do your civic duty and send  your check to the Friends of the Port Hueneme Library, 
P. O. Box 532, Port Hueneme CA 93044-0532. Note “blinds” on your check. We’ll be so 
grateful!

Thanks to all of you who made the first annual Adopt-a-Seagull fundraiser a flying suc-
cess.  Shout-outs from our fine-feathered friends at Hueneme Beach go to Helen Brandt, 
Bernadette McDowell, Cathy Penprase, Nancy Robarge, Mary and Robert Forney, Bob 
and Judy Elias, Patricia Frasier, Claire Wyers, Cathy Thomason, Hazel Voleck, Patricia 
Robinson, Tom and Arlene Fraser.  

For those of you who missed the fun, you will have an opportunity to participate next For those of you who missed the fun, you will have an opportunity to participate next 
February.  By then our golden seashore will be as wide as it used to be and more 
seagulls (in addition to Munch, Hoots, Street Lighter and Jonathan Livingston Seagull) 
will be calling Hueneme Beach their home.



E-BOOK SUBSCRIPTIONS?  - TRY YOUR PUBLIC LIBRARY INSTEAD           
 
Amazon and others are starting subscription plans for e-books.  Our city Librarian BernaAmazon and others are starting subscription plans for e-books.  Our city Librarian Berna-
dette McDonnell and I talked about the e-books in the library in our last newsletter so I 
was interested to see an article in the August 12 issue of the Wall Street Journal titled:  
“Why the Public Library Beats Amazon – for Now:  As E-Book subscription services grow 
their catalogs, the age-old institution trumps all”
 
Here are some quotes from the article by Geoffrey A. Fowler:
 
“A growing stack of companies would like you to pay a monthly fee to read e-books.  
Don’t bother.  Go sign up for a public library card instead.”  He says: “It turns out librar-
ians haven’t just been sitting around shushing people while the Internet drove them into 
irrelevance.  More than 90% of American public libraries have amassed e-book collections 
you can read on your iPad and often on a Kindle.”
 
In his article Fowler found that the public libraries he surveyed had a larger selection of 
best sellers and classics than the subscription services.  He did point out that you some-
times have to wait for an e-book copy to be available at the library, but the huge advan-
tage is it’s free with your public library card!  Please explore the e-library on the Ventura 
County Library’s website www.vencolibrary.org.  Once you learn how to download, you 
can select from a large and varied collection.  Try it!

Reprinted with permission from the Ojai Friends and Foundation newsletter

Lexophiles are people who have a love for words.  The following come from a compe-
tition for the best “lexophillies”:

.  When fish are in schools, they sometimes take debate.

.  A thief who stole a calendar got twelve months.

.  A dentist and a manicurist married.  They fought tooth and nail.

.  A will is a dead giveaway.

.  With her marriage, she got a new name and a dress.

.  A boiled egg is hard to beat.

.  Police were called to a day care center where a three-year-old was resisting a rest.

.  Did you hear about the fellow whose whole left side was cut off? He’s all right now.

.  When a clock is hungry it goes back four seconds.

.  The guy who fell onto an upholstery machine is now fully recovered.

.  He had a photographic memory which was never developed..  He had a photographic memory which was never developed.

.  When she saw her first strands of grey hair she thought she’d dye.

.  Those who get too big for their pants will be exposed in the end.

Have another?  Send it to us!  We will feature on our Facebook page!  



Friends of the Port Hueneme 
Library
Post Office Box 532
Port Hueneme, CA 93044-0532

Please pay attention to the due date on 
your address label and mail your mem-
bership renewals on time. Dues are a 
major income source for the Friends. If 
you receive the electronic version of the 
newsletter, the date is on the subject 
line.  Thank you for your support!

Invite your friends and family to JOIN Friends of the Library!


