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Fall 

Friends and families did a fantastic outreach to Port Hueneme City Council during the 
summer months. We appreciate Port Hueneme City Council’s commitment to provide 
funding for the Ray D. Prueter Library. Special thanks for membership renewals and do-
nations, YOU make a difference! Thank you for keeping YOUR Library a top priority! 

 
Please plan to participate this year in the Ralph’s Community Contributions Program. 
Register soon, if you are currently shopping at Ralphs. Program year begins on Septem-
ber 1, 2017. Participants are required to register for the new term online 
at www.ralphs.com or by calling Ralphs at 800-443-4438 starting September 1, 2017. 
Even if you registered as recently as June, July or August 2017, you are required to regis-
ter again beginning September 1st.  For your convenience, step-by-step website registra-
tion instructions can be found at www.ralphs.com, click on Community, click on Com-
munity Contributions, click on ‘Enroll Now’. Thanks! 
 

Sixteenth Annual Victorian Tea fundraiser will be held on Sunday, October 22, 2017. 
Invitation is enclosed with the printed newsletter and pdf document with the e-newsletter. 
Make your advance paid reservations early. Assigned seating will be on first-come basis. 
If you are interested in hosting a table, please contact Jonnie Lisman or Jo Ann Van Ree-
nan as soon as possible. Join us for a fun time raising funds for the Ray D. Prueter Li-
brary.  
 
Photos from events at the Library…more photos inside with Librarian’s Report 

Thank you very much to Bernadette McDowell, Librarian and her outstanding Staff for 
coordinating events and scheduling more for the coming months. Join us at the Ray D. 
Prueter Library, invite family and friends!  
 
See you at the Library, 
Arlene Fraser, President 

2017 

http://www.ralphs.com/
http://www.ralphs.com


Librarian’s Report 
 Submitted by, Bernadette McDowell, City Librarian 
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I have good news to report regarding the City of Port Hueneme’s annual contribution toward the operation of the 
Prueter Library.  On August 7, the City Council approved the biennial budget for FY 2017/18 and FY 2018/19, 
which kept intact the City’s $32,500 annual contribution to fund two open hours per week at the Prueter Library.  
This is especially significant as the City’s finances are extremely tight.  The City’s contribution would likely have 
been eliminated but for the support shown by Friends members who attended multiple Council meetings to urge 
continued funding for the Library.  A very big impression was made on Councilmembers by Friends Board Mem-
ber Ellie Stephens, who brought her family and friends—including children—to speak in support of the Library. 

 

Beginning last May and finishing in August, library staff conducted a series of conversations with residents of 
Port Hueneme and south Oxnard to find out what kind of community people want to live in, why that is important, 
and how that is different from the way things are now.  We gathered much useful information, which will be used 
in developing the Ventura County Library’s strategic direction (the strategic direction will be used to determine 
services offered at the Prueter Library).  I want to thank Friends members who either participated in the conversa-
tions or helped to spread the word about them to their neighbors.  Among the participants were City Manager Rod 
Butler and Councilmembers Berg and Hensley. 

 

The fall season is shaping up to be a busy time at the Prueter Library.  I 
want to bring attention to several upcoming events.  On Saturday, Sep-
tember 9 at 2:00 p.m., we will show a documentary film titled Chang-
ing the World, One Wall at a Time.  The film showcases street art from 
around the world that brings to light the plight of young Baha’is in Iran 
who are deprived of higher education on the basis of religion.  A discus-
sion will follow the screening.    

 

The Prueter Library is partnering with the Ventura County Arts Council 
to sponsor a poetry contest for adults that will run October 1 – 31.  The 
theme will be “The First Time.”  Participants may enter up to three sub-
missions, which will be judged by members of the Arts Council.  Prizes 
will be awarded and winners will be invited to recite their poems at a 
public reading.  A workshop to help participants refine their poetry will 
be held in mid-October.  Watch for further details. 

 

Once again, our popular “Read Me a Story & More” workshop will be 
offered, on Wednesday, October 25 at 6:00 p.m.  Parents of children 0-5 years of age will learn how to teach 
their children the essential early literacy skills that children must learn by the time they start school in order to be 
successful students. 

Members of the Teen Advisory Group (TAG) are beginning preparations for “Horror in the Stacks” to be held on 
Friday, October 13 from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m.  The 3rd Annual Star Wars Party will take place on Saturday, De-
cember 2 from 1:30 to 3:30.  Watch for further details regarding these events. 

 

There is still time to pick up a bookmark that will give you discounted entrance to the Reagan Library’s special 
exhibit on the Titanic.  The discount offer is good through January 5, 2018. The Prueter Library has also received 
a number of free passes to the exhibit, for which there will be a drawing.  You can still submit your name for the 
drawing (look for the display in the Library). 
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Classes, Workshops, Events & Services   

Members of the Teen Advisory Group (TAG) are beginning 
preparations for “Horror in the Stacks” to be held on Friday, 
October 13 from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m.  The 3rd Annual Star 
Wars Party will take place on Saturday, December 2 from 
1:30 to 3:30.  Watch for further details regarding these 
events. 

There is still time to pick up a bookmark that will give you 
discounted entrance to the Reagan Library’s special exhibit 
on the Titanic.  The discount offer is good through January 5, 
2018. The Prueter Library has also received a number of free 
passes to the exhibit, for which there will be a drawing.  You 
can still submit your name for the drawing (look for the dis-
play in the Library). 

The photos below are from the five special summer events funded by the Friends of the Library: Best Bubble   
Party, Ballet Folklorico, Nifty Balloons, Magician Shawn McMaster, and Wildlife Experience. 

Many of the Library’s classes, workshops, events and services are sponsored wholly or in part by the Friends of 
the Port Hueneme Library.  The homework center is funded by the family of former Port Hueneme Mayor and 
City Councilmember Murray Rosenbluth; the Rosenbluth Family Foundation has also funded the purchase of a 
3D printer and associated equipment and supplies for use in the homework center and STEAM (science, tech-
nology, engineering, art, and math) workshops.  We extend our heartfelt thanks and appreciation to all of our 
supporters! 

Listed below are classes and workshops, events, and services scheduled at the Prueter Library from September 
through December.  For updated information and other happenings not listed below, please see the Prueter Li-
brary’s event calendar and blog (Bubbling Springs Bard).  Other information about the Prueter Library can be 
found on our location page at the Ventura County Library website. 

https://vencolibrary.org/calendar/month?audience=All&region=55
http://www.vencolibrary.org/users/bubbling-springs-bard
https://vencolibrary.org/locations/ray-d-prueter-library
https://vencolibrary.org/
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Cont’d Classes, Workshops, Events & Services   

Book Clubs – Prueter Library’s two book discussion groups (Mystery and Contemporary Literature) have openings 
for new members. The 2017 series runs from February through October.  The Mystery Discussion Group meets 
on the second Thursday of the month at  

2 pm, while the Contemporary Literature Discussion Group meets on the fourth Thursday at 2 pm.  To register, 
please call the library at 486-5460.  For adults. 

Changing the World, One Wall at a Time – A special screening of this documentary film on street art from around 
the world that brings to light the plight of young Baha’is in Iran who are deprived of higher education on the 
basis of religion.  A question and answer session will follow.  Saturday, September 9 (2 pm).  For adults & 
teens. 

“Horror in the Stacks” – organized by the Teen Advisory Group (TAG).  Further details to come.  October 13 (7:30 – 9:00 
pm).  For ages 9 & up. 

Keva Planks – Kids design, create, and build awesome structures, acquiring engineering skills while having fun.  TBA.  For 
school age children. 

Lego Lab – Participants create their own structures or take the library’s monthly challenge to design a structure based on a 
chosen theme.  TBA.  For all ages. 

Movie Afternoon – Captain Underpants: the First Epic Movie.  September 23 (2 pm); other movie dates TBA.  For all 
ages. 

Paws 4 Healing: Read with Me – Students practice reading while making a furry new friend.  Call or stop by the library to 
sign up.  2nd Wednesday of the month  

(3 – 5 pm).  For kids & teens. 

Poetry Contest – Theme will be “The First Time.”  Participants may submit up to three entries each.  A workshop will be held in mid-
October to help participants refine their poems.  Contest runs October 1 – 31.  Workshop date/time TBA.  For adults. 

 
“Read Me a Story and More” Workshop – Parents and caregivers of children 0-5 years old will learn how to teach their children the 

essential early literacy skills that children must know by the time they start school in order to be successful students.  This popular 
workshop will be presented on Wednesday, October 25 (6 pm).  For adults (registration required). 

 
Star Wars Party – Kids, teens, and adults are invited to come for an afternoon of fun Star Wars themed activities.  Saturday, December 2 

(1:30 – 3:30 pm).  For families. 

 
STEAM Maker Lab – Science, technology, engineering, art, and math activities, including 3D printing, stop-motion animation, and more.  

September 26 (3:30 – 5:00 pm); other dates TBA.  For school age children. 

 
Teen Advisory Group (TAG) – Teens earn community service hours by helping the library plan fun Teen and Children’s events.  3rd 

Wednesday of the month (4 - 5 pm).  For ages 13 – 17. 

 
Teen Tech – Teens ages 13 and up learn about 3D printing, have opportunities to gain hands-on experience, work on individualized, spe-

cial projects with the 3D printer, and lead 3D printing efforts of younger children in the Homework Center and 3D Print Lab.  1st Tues-
day of the month (3:30 – 5:30 pm).  For ages 13 & up. 

 
Tolerance Tuesdays – A special Book Club focusing on books and activities that promote awareness and respect for our diverse Port 

Hueneme community.  3rd Tuesday of the month (4:15 pm).  K – 3rd grade. 

 
Early Literacy Class (formerly Storytime) – Early literacy based presentations; classes are offered three times each week: Monday at 

5:30 pm; Tuesday & Wednesday at     10:30 am.  For ages 0-5 & caregivers. 
 
Bilingual Early Literacy Class (formerly Storytime) – Bilingual Spanish-English early literacy based presentations.  Classes are offered 

once a week: Monday at 10:30 am.  For ages 0-5 & caregivers. 
 



 

Monday 

10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday and Wednesday 

10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Thursday, Friday, Saturday 

12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday –Closed 

Rosenbluth Family 

Homework Center 

Volunteers provide homework 

help to K-12 students. Home-

work Center hours are the 

following when school is in 

session:   

Monday & Tuesday            

3:00pm to 5:30pm 

Wednesday                           

2:30pm to 5:30pm 

Thursday 

3:00-5:00pm 

Page 5 

Don’t Forget -Make us 

Smile with AmazonSmile 

If doesn’t sound like much– a 

nickel for every $10 you spend

– but shopping AmazonSmile 

will enable you to make a do-

nation to the Friends of the 

Port Hueneme Library at      

NO COST TO YOU! 

 

Donations, Sponsors & New Members Library Hours 

 

  Special Donation: 

              In memory of Betty Baarstad and Elaine K. Garber -        

Donna Branstrom donation of $100      

 In memory of Adele Rosenbluth-                                                                

Murray Rosenbluth donation of $100  

  Sponsor membership renewals ($100.00 or more): 

 Jeanne Boger 

Bernadette McDowell 

 Fran and Bud Fischer Sponsor donation $1,000.00 

  Welcome New members:   Monique Robert and Vivian Cahill 

 

Online Resources 

Ventura County Library’s online resources are accessed through the Library’s 
website at https://vencolibrary.org/.  Select the eLibrary tab to link to the Li-
brary’s digital collection.  A Ventura County Library card is required for use. 

CloudLibrary – On August 1, the Ventura County Library unveiled a new 
online resource called CloudLibrary.  A majority of the ebooks and 
downloadable audiobooks formerly accessed through OverDrive, Axis 
360, and OneClickdigital were transferred to CloudLibrary.  Why did we 
do this?  CloudLibrary offers new features we believe will shorten the 
time that you will have to wait for requested titles, and that will allow a 
greater number of items (about 64,000) to be available for you to check 
out.  To learn how to use CloudLibrary, go to another one of our online 
resources, Niche Academy (description below) to watch instructional vid-
eos that will teach you how to use CloudLibrary and other online re-
sources offered by the Ventura County Library. 

Niche Academy – An online skill-building resource offering instructional 
videos on many common online library resources, including CloudLi-
brary, LegalForms Library, Pronunciator Language Learning Online, and 
many others. 

Save the Date! 

Holiday Boutique 
Saturday December 2, 2017   | Noon to 3:00pm    

Shop, shop, shop  

Great bargains for holiday giving 

https://vencolibrary.org/
https://ebook.yourcloudlibrary.com/library/venturacountylibrary/Featured
https://my.nicheacademy.com/v2/vencolibrary


Name:___________________________ 

Address:_________________________ 

City:____________________________ 

State:______          Zip:_____________ 

Phone:___________________________ 

Email:__________________________ 

Send Newsletter : ____Printed copy  or   ____ E-Mail                                             

 

Membership Level (check 
one): 
 
___ Individual $10.00 

___ Family  $15.00 

___ Friend $25.00-49.00 

___ Patron $50.00-99.00 

___ Sponsor $100.00 or 

   more 

ADDITIONAL DONATION: 

$_____   FOR: __________ 

 
 

Please check all areas  

where you can help. 

 
___ Book Sales    

___ Membership    

___Program & Events    

___ Bulk Mail    

___Sorting Books    

___Newsletter    

___Fund Raising    

___ Internet Trainer    

___ Publicity 

___ Trip Planning     

___ Other ______________ 

 
Please make check payable to:  
 
Friends of the Port Hueneme Library 
Mail to: P.O. Box 532   
Port Hueneme, CA 93044-0532 

Membership Application Form ___ NEW    ____RENEW 

https://www.facebook.com/PortHuenemeFriends 

FRIENDS OF PORT HUENEME  

LIBRARY 

P. O. BOX 532 

 PORT HUENEME, CA  93044-0532 

Remember to send in your membership renewals. The first line on your address label tells you the month your membership renewal is 

due.  Your membership status can be found at the bottom of your snail mail address label or on the subject line of the e-mail.  The four  

categories of reminders are:  Paid up, Past Due, Due Now (October, November, December), Due Next Time (January, February, March). 


