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Greetings:
 
It is an honor to once again assume the duties of President 
of the Friends, helping our organization’s efforts to sup-
port our wonderful Ray D. Prueter Library.
 
As I begin my term, the first thing I want to do is to thank As I begin my term, the first thing I want to do is to thank 
our immediate Past President, Beverly Kelley.  She has 
worked tirelessly for four years as our President.  Her 
energy and skills have brought us positive new programs 
and have assured that the Friends have a presence in the 
latest technology.  She and our social media guru, Chey-
anne Anderson, have seen to it that our website 
(http://porthuenemefriends.wordpress.com/) is up to date (http://porthuenemefriends.wordpress.com/) is up to date 
and that we are on Facebook!  Beverly’s easy writing skills 
in this newsletter will be such a hard act to follow!. She is 
still on our board, however, so we will continue to benefit 
from her creativity.  A hearty thank you to Beverly from all 
of us!

Starting with this issue, we have a new newsletter editor, 
Cheyanne Anderson.  We wish her well and we want to 
thank Arlene Fraser for editing our newsletter for so long, 
in addition to her other duties as Treasurer of our board.  
And a welcome to our new board installed at our annual 
meeting in May!  We are looking forward to sponsoring 
fundraisers that will bring even more dollars to the library.  
Last year the Friends gave over $17,000 to the library.  Our Last year the Friends gave over $17,000 to the library.  Our 
money enables the library to buy more books and other li-
brary materials and also to present programs for children, 
teens and adults.  Your participation and your membership 
dues are crucial to continue our support, so please renew 
your membership and encourage friends and family to join 
us!  We have a special project this year to fund vertical 
blinds in the library (see article later in this newsletter)  



((and we hope you will consider a generous donation for this project as well.
 
As we begin this new fiscal year, I am thinking about all the changes libraries have faced As we begin this new fiscal year, I am thinking about all the changes libraries have faced 
recently.  Those of us who are members of the Friends realize the value of libraries, and 
probably most of us think of the traditional services – book collections and initiating chil-
dren to the wonders of reading.  These services still continue, but our libraries have been 
challenged by new technology.  Many of us have heard statements like “with computers, 
who needs libraries?”  Many people don’t realize how libraries have adapted and 
changed and how important and useful they still are.  Nationally, as of September 2013, 
about half of all Americans age 16 and older used the public library in that year.about half of all Americans age 16 and older used the public library in that year.
 
Locally in our library you will see our library computers in heavy use for many purposes, 
including job searches and resumes.  Though faced with smaller budgets and somewhat 
limited hours, our Ventura County Library is also bringing its resources directly to your 
home or business computers through its website: www.vencolibrary.org – open 24 
hours a day.  Bernadette McDowell, our City Librarian, has listed in the past issues of this 
newsletter some of the many information resources you can find on the website – an-
swers and entertainment right at your fingertips.  Some of the library’s databases would 
charge you if you did not have a library card.  With your card you can access them free.  charge you if you did not have a library card.  With your card you can access them free.  
And did you know that e-books can be transferred directly to your Kindles, Nooks, or tab-
lets?  Please visit the E-Library on the Ventura County Library website and explore!
 
Again, we encourage you to join the Friends and to come to our special events.  Our 
Annual High Tea is on October 19th this year, and you won’t want to miss this delightful 
afternoon.
 
Wishing you all a happy and relaxing summer!
 Cathy Penprase, President

Are you one of our nearly 200 fans on Facebook?  Keep in touch with us 
between newsletters AND help us spread the word about events, features 
and your love of the library!  www.facebook.com/PortHuenemeFriends

Special Thanks!  
Hueneme Beautiful gave the Friends a check for $1,000 for our special project to pro-
vide vertical blinds for the big expanse of windows in the library.  We are very grateful 
for this generous donation!
The Oxnard Harbor District also gave us a check for $1,000 for the purchase of 100 of 
our banana cookbooks!  The cookbooks will be perfect for their Banana Festival.  We 
thank the district for this purchase.



Library Hours

July 7
Ojai Raptors
(birds)

July 14
Shaggy Creatures
(puppet show)(puppet show)

July 21
Jim Cogan
(storyteller)

July 28
Silly Science
(science show)

WednesdaysWednesdays
July 2-August 6
Family Fun Days
(games, puzzles, 
crafts, reading)

July 12
Simultaneous Simultaneous 
Chess Exhibition
(players of any 
age invited)

Saturdays
August 2-23
Ukulele Class
(beginner level (beginner level 
classes offered to 
parent/child 
pairs)

September
25th Anniversary 
Celebration
TBATBA

Librarian’s Report by Bernadette McDowell
A series of four bilingual storytimes was presented by Susan 
Mikula with assistance from First Five “grandmother” 
volunteers during the months of May and June. Attendance 
was healthy, ranging from 16 to 68 children and parents at 
each event.

Vertical blinds have been installed on the large windows on Vertical blinds have been installed on the large windows on 
the south side of the building (facing the creek). The blinds 
will increase the usability of the building by providing climate 
control when the sun shines in strongly and by allowing the 
building to be darkened for events such as movie showings 
and presentations requiring a projector. Many thanks to the 
Friends of the Library for sponsoring this project.

The Prueter Library is a collection site for donations of items The Prueter Library is a collection site for donations of items 
to benefit two worthy causes. United Way is collecting school 
supplies for its “Stuff the Bus” campaign. Please leave 
donations of paper, pencils, pens, markers, crayons, binders, 
notebooks, calculators, etc. in the bright yellow bus at the 
front entrance (near the inside book return) by July 23. The 
Humane Society of Ventura County has a box near the 
entrance to the children’s area for donations of items for entrance to the children’s area for donations of items for 
pets, such as blankets, towels, throw rugs, food (dry or 
canned), leashes and collars, and toys. Please bring your do-
nations by August 9.

This year (2014) is the 25 th anniversary of the opening of the 
Ray D. Prueter Library (named for a longtime mayor of Port 
Hueneme). The current building replaced a much smaller 
structure on the same site. A celebration is being planned for 
September.

June 1 through August 9  Summer Reading Program: the 
theme of the 2014 program is “Paws for Reading”; 
children and teens are invited to participate. The Friends 
of the Library are providing funds to bring in performers 
for the special Monday afternoon presentations listed to 
the right.



Library Hours

Monday
10:00 a.m. to 7:00 

p.m.

Tuesday & 
Wednesday

10:00 a.m. to 6:00 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 
p.m.

Thursday, Friday,
Saturday

12:00 p.m. to 5:00 
p.m.

Sunday –Closed

Rosenbluth Rosenbluth 
Family
Homework 
Center

Monday and 
Tuesday

3:00 p.m. to 5:30 3:00 p.m. to 5:30 
p.m.

Wednesday
2:30 p.m. to 5:30 

p.m.

Thursday
3:00 p.m. to 5:00 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 

p.m.

Ray D. Prueter 
Library

510 Park Avenue
Port Hueneme, 
CA 93041
805 486-5460805 486-5460

LIbrarian’s Report by Bernadette McDowell 

I am pleased to announce that Pru-
eter Library has a new Children’s 
Librarian! Her name is Ashlee Nishiya, 
and she became a staff member at 
Prueter Library on June 9. Ashlee was 
born and raised in Ojai and has been 
an enthusiastic user of the Ventura 
County Library (VCL) since she was a 
little girl.  She has a Bachelor’s degree 
in English from UCSB and a Master’s in English from UCSB and a Master’s 

degree in English from CSUN.  She worked several years as a 
high school English teacher before realizing her passion was 
the library. Ashlee went back to school and earned her Master 
of Library Science from the University of North Texas. After 
teaching teens for many years, she was happy to work as the 
school librarian at Whitestone Elementary, a PK-5th grade 
bilingual school in Leander, Texas. After three years at Whitesbilingual school in Leander, Texas. After three years at Whites-
tone, Ashlee and her family moved back to the Ojai area from 
Austin, Texas, where they had been living for the past eight 
years. Ashlee then worked for a year as the Young Adult Li-
brarian at the Moorpark City Library.  She is excited to be 
working now for the Ventura County Library since that is 
where her love for reading, books and libraries began.

Ashlee says, “I am very excited to be the new Children’s Li-
brarian at Ray D. Prueter Library! I get to focus on children of 
all ages and connect with the families of this community. I 
love coming up with ideas for new and exciting programs for 
children, teens and families. My goal is for them to be lifelong 
readers and learners. I know from personal experience this 
starts at the local library!

“My hobbies will be no surprise: I am obsessed with reading! I 
also love being with my family, being in nature, and writing. I 
have two children, ages 2 and 4, who keep me super busy and 
in love with life!

“The Friends of the Library are the fairy godmothers of the 
library—they are the ones who make dreams about new pro-
grams come true. (continued on next page)



Online Resources
For this newsletter, I wanted to highlight online resources for summer fun, so I have 
chosen a travel database as well as several ebook collections for pleasure reading. 
The ebook collections for children complement the summer reading program.

A-Z World Travels-- A detailed travel resource for business and leisure travelers; in-
cludes more than 200 world cities.
Tumble Book Library-- An online library of animated, talking picture books. Tumble-
Books are presented in an innovative and exciting format to help kids learn to read, 
build vocabulary and have fun at the same time.
BookFLIX--Classic video storybooks for beginning readers, with read-alouds, 
educational games, and activities.
NoveList K-8 Plus -- Created for kids and teens in kindergarten through 8th grade 
(and the adults who work with them), NoveList K-8 Plus provides access to 
information on thousands of fiction and nonfiction titles. A colorful, intuitive inter-
face makes finding that “just right” book fast and easy.
NoveList Plus -- An online service that helps readers find fiction and nonfiction titles 
by using books they have read and topics that interest them as criteria for locating 
new books. The database contains award lists, booklists arranged by genre or topic, 
author read-alikes, book discussion guides, book talks on children’s and young adult 
titles, and reviews.
Dear Reader Online Book ClubsDear Reader Online Book Clubs -- Receive a daily email (Monday through Friday) 
containing a five-minute selection from a chapter of a book. A new book is started 
each week. Readers may sign up for one or more book clubs, including fiction, 
romance, mystery, science fiction, horror, teen, nonfiction, business, and others.
OverDrive -- Downloadable ebooks and eaudiobooks. OverDrive's ebooks work with 
most computers, ereaders, tablets and many other devices. An app is available on 
Google Play and iTunes.

Access all online resources through the Ventura County Library’s website at Access all online resources through the Ventura County Library’s website at 
www.vencolibrary.org. (Click on the eLibrary tab to link to the library’s digital collec-
tion.)

If I had one wish for the library, it would be for funding for more technology and even a 
makerspace—a place where kids can create, collaborate and learn. Makerspaces are fun 
and they support learning in the sciences, technology, engineering and the arts.”

With Ashlee on board, exciting times are ahead for the children, teens, and families of 
Port Hueneme! Say hello to Ashlee next time you visit the Prueter Library.

LIbrarian’s Report by Bernadette McDowell



Save the Date!

Victorian High Tea
October 19, 2014

Holiday Boutique
December 6, 2014

Membership

 It doesn’t sound like much---a nickel for every $10 you spend---but shopping 
AmazonSmile will enable you to make a donation to the Friends of the Port 
Hueneme Library AT NO COST TO YOU.

So what do you have to do?  Instead of going to Amazon.com---remember to So what do you have to do?  Instead of going to Amazon.com---remember to 
“smile” first.  Type smile.amazon.com into your web browser on your computer, 
tablet or mobile device.  You may also find that adding a bookmark will make it 
easier to remember to shop AmazonSmile.

Tens of millions of products have been authorized. Just check the product detail 
page for the words “Eligible for AmazonSmile donation.”
At AmazonSmile, you’ll find exactly the same prices, products and the convenience At AmazonSmile, you’ll find exactly the same prices, products and the convenience 
of the amazon.com shopping experience---but with an additional bonus. Amazon 
will send 0.5% of the purchase price to the Friends of the Port Hueneme Library. 
The first time you visit AmazonSmile, you will be asked to designate the charity you 
wish to support.  Please select Friends of the Port Hueneme Library.  Remember 
that for every $10 you spend on eligible items, five cents will go directly into the 
Friends of the Port Hueneme Library’s bank account.  

And that will make us smile.And that will make us smile.

Thank you to the followin indi-
viduals for renewing their Spon-
sorship Level Membership ($100 
or more)

Karin Charlton
Beverly Kelley and Jon Sharkey
Bernadette McDowell
Geraldine Moreno

Make us SMILE
With AmazonSmile





Friends of the Port 
Hueneme Library
Post Office Box 532
Port Hueneme, CA 93044-0532

Please pay attention to the due date on 
your address label and mail your mem-
bership renewals on time. Dues are a 
major income source for the Friends. If 
you receive the electronic version of the 
newsletter, the date is on the subject 
line.  Thank you for your support!

Invite yoor friends and family to JOIN Friends of the Library!


