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President’s Updates 
 
Thank you very much to ALL SUPPORTERS for continuing YOUR commitment to keep 
the Port Hueneme Library a top priority! We are thankful to the City of Port Hueneme 
leaders and the County of Ventura for building the beautiful community library, twenty-
six years ago and continuing their support. Let’s work together to keep the Ray D. Prueter 
Library open and provide excellent service and resources. 
 
From my archives, information about Ray D. Prueter: poem titled, “Hizzoner”, written by 
Ray Fosse, former Oxnard Harbor Commissioner,  and read on Dec. 14, 2005,  at the Port 
Hueneme Chamber of Commerce breakfast and read to Ray and Laura Prueter. 
 
“He served twelve years as Mayor of this City by the Sea; and that is why he’ll for e’re be 
known; As Just “HIZZONER” to me. He came here in the early fifties, as a bank examin-
er, then, called for Laura to come up - That’s when he married her. He worked to make his 
new home town a better place to live; and did a fine job of it too. He had a lot to give. 
He’s seen the City change a lot – He’s been here six decades; Appeared in many Men’s 
Follies and Harbor Days Parades, and several years ago, according to my brief research, 
He was the choir director at the Presbyterian Church. He’s been a chamber member longer 
than anybody here; and sometime in the seventies; He was Citizen of the Year. Now after 
more than fifty years, He’s GONNA MOVE AWAY, AND TAKE HIS WIFE TO Mon-
tana, where the deer and the antelope play; But no matter where He is, here or Big Sky 
Country, Ray Prueter shall be for e’re be known as just “HIZZONER” to me.”  
 
I’m thankful for the leadership and commitment Ray Prueter provided as Mayor of Port 
Hueneme and his dedication to support the importance of having a library in the City of 
Port Hueneme. Also, special thanks to all Mayors and City Council Members that fol-
lowed Ray Prueter to keep the Library as a top priority.  
 
Friends of the Port Hueneme Library also continue to provide needed funds to keep 
books, library supplies, events and a place for everyone to read and learn, for all ages, 
from toddlers to adults and veterans. Read about the current programs that are available.  
 
Special thanks to Bernadette McDowell, City Librarian and her library staff and all volun-
teers at the Ray D. Prueter Library for their outstanding programs and services, year-
round! I am thankful to work with an outstanding and dedicated board of directors, who 
volunteer and work hard, behind the scenes to make library fundraisers a success. Special 
thanks to each member for your renewals and above and beyond donations. Thanks for 
supporting the pizza fundraiser. Visit your library, check out books, go online 24/7.    
 
See you at the library! 
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Librarian’s Report 
 Submitted by, Bernadette McDowell, City Librarian 

I want to thank all of you, members of the Friends of the Port Hueneme Library, for your recent donation of 
$11,000 for the purchase books and other materials for children, teens, and adults.  This welcome gift, which 
will be used to enhance the Prueter Library’s best-used collections, was accepted by the Ventura County 
Board of Supervisors at their meeting on February 14.  

 

I want to take this opportunity to thank all of you for your continuing support of the Prueter Library: you 
work hard to raise funds for the Library through various activities, such as the annual Victorian High Tea, 
ongoing book sale in the library lobby, and Holiday Boutique.  Over the past year the Friends have provided 
funds for books and equipment, for special performers and educational events during the summer, for sup-
plies for Early Literacy classes for children  

0-5 and their parents or caregivers, STEAM workshops for elementary school students, and teen activities 
and events.  The Friends organization is an essential support group for the Library! 

 

Beginning March 15 and running through April 24, the Prueter Library will host a display of artwork by stu-
dents from E. O. Green Junior High School.  This Youth Outreach Spring Art Showcase was organized by 
Aimee French, Education Director of Learning to See Outreach, and features a collaborative paper weaving 
collage, several coats of arms, and a number of paper sculptures.  Be sure to stop by the Library to view 
these beautiful creations! 

 

Special upcoming events include Spring Fling on Saturday, April 22 (1:30 – 3:30 pm) and the ever-popular 
Read Me a Story and More workshop on Wednesday, April 26 (6:00 – 8:00 pm).  Bring your children and 
grandchildren to Spring Fling for an afternoon of fun activities, including a petting zoo!  The “Read Me a 
Story and More” workshop teaches parents and caregivers of children 0-5 years of age how to share books 
with children and help them learn the basic literacy skills they will need to be successful in school.  Regis-
tration is required for the workshop. 

 

We are planning an open house in early June to celebrate the completion of our current remodeling projects.  
Watch for future announcements regarding date and time!  And…the Summer Reading kickoff event featur-
ing Luce Puppets will take place on Monday, June 26 at 3:00 pm. 

 

The photos below are from “Science Madness,” an event hosted by the Teen Advisory Group on March 25.  
Kids of all ages had a lot of fun conducting various interactive science experiments—some even built and 
flew their own rocket!  (The Friends of the Library provided funds for materials and supplies.) 
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Upcoming Classes, Workshop Events & Services 

 

Many of the Library’s events and services are sponsored wholly or in part by the Friends of the Port Hueneme 
Library.  The homework center is funded by the family of former Port Hueneme Mayor and City Coun-
cilmember Murray Rosenbluth; the Rosenbluth Family Foundation has also funded the purchase of a 3D print-
er and associated equipment and supplies for use in the homework center and STEAM (science, technology, 
engineering, art, and math) workshops.  We extend our heartfelt thanks and appreciation to all of our support-
ers! 

 

Listed below are some of the classes, workshops, activities, and events planned for April through June.  To 
keep up with news and information about future classes, workshops, and events, please see the Prueter Li-
brary’s event calendar and blog (Bubbling Springs Bard) at http://www.vencolibrary.org/locations/ray-d-
prueter-library. 

 

 
Book Clubs – Prueter Library’s two book discussion groups (Mystery and Contemporary Literature) have 

openings for new members. The 2017 series runs from February through October.  The Mystery Dis-
cussion Group meets on the second Thursday of the month at  

2 pm, while the Contemporary Literature Discussion Group meets on the fourth Thursday at 2 pm.  To 
register, please call the library at 486-5460.  For adults. 

 
Keva Planks – Kids design, create, and build awesome structures, acquiring engineering skills while hav-

ing fun.  April 10 (2 - 4 pm), May & June TBA.  For school age children. 

 
Lego Lab – Participants create their own structures or take the library’s monthly challenge to design a 

structure based on a chosen theme.  April 6 (2 – 4 pm), May & June TBA.  For all ages. 

 
Movie Afternoon – June 29: Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Rodrick Rules (2 pm).  For all ages. 

 
Paws 4 Healing: Read with Me – Students practice reading while making a furry new friend.  Call or 

stop by the library to sign up.  April 5, May & June TBA  

(3 – 5 pm).  For kids & teens. 

 
“Read Me a Story and More” Workshop - Parents and caregivers of children 0-5 years old will learn 

how to teach their children the essential early literacy skills that children must learn by the time they 
start school—in order to be successful students.  This popular workshop will be presented on Wednes-
day, April 26 (6 pm).  For adults (registration required). 

 
Spring Fling – Kids are invited to come for an afternoon of fun activities, including a petting zoo.  April 

22 (1:30 – 3:30 pm).  For families. 

 
Stop-Motion Animation Studio – These workshops focus on art and technology through directing and 

capturing stop-motion animation.  TBA (4 – 5:30).  For school age children. 

http://www.vencolibrary.org/sites/default/files/Jan2017new_cal2.pdf
http://www.vencolibrary.org/users/bubbling-springs-bard
http://www.vencolibrary.org/locations/ray-d-prueter-library
http://www.vencolibrary.org/locations/ray-d-prueter-library
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Cont’d Summer Reading Kickoff with Luce Puppets – June 26 (3 pm).  For all ages. 

 

Teen Advisory Group (TAG) – Teens earn community service hours by helping the library plan fun 
Teen and Children’s events.  April 19, May 17 (4 - 5 pm).  For ages 13 – 17. 

 

Teen Tech – Teens ages 13 and up learn about 3D printing, have opportunities to gain hands-on experi-
ence, work on individualized, special projects with the 3D printer, and lead 3D printing efforts of 
younger children in the Homework Center and 3D Print Lab.  April 4, May 2, June 6 (3:30 – 5:30 
pm).  For ages 13 & up. 

 

3D Print Lab – Introduction to 3D printing.  Participants learn how to use 3D design software to print 
objects with a 3D printer.  April 11 & 25, May 9 & 23, June 13 & 27 (3:30 – 5 pm).  For school 
age children and teens.   

 

Tolerance Tuesdays – A special Book Club focusing on books and activities that promote awareness 
and respect for our diverse Port Hueneme community.  April 18, May 16, June 20 (3:30 pm).  K – 
3rd grade. 

 

Early Literacy Class (formerly Storytime) – Early literacy based presentations; classes are offered three 
times each week: Monday at 5:30 pm; Tuesday & Wednesday at     10:30 am.  For ages 0-5 & 
caregivers. 

 
Bilingual Early Literacy Class (formerly Storytime) – Bilingual Spanish-English early literacy based 

presentations.  Classes are offered once a week: Monday at 10:30 am (April 3 - 24).  For ages 0-5 
& caregivers. 

  

Online Resources 
 

Ventura County Library’s online resources are accessed through the Library’s website at 
www.vencolibrary.org.  Click on the eLibrary tab to link to the Library’s digital collection.  A 
Ventura County Library card is required for use. 



Rosenbluth Family 

Homework Center 

Volunteers provide homework 

help to K-12 students. Home-

work Center hours are the 

following when school is in 

session:   

Monday & Tuesday            

3:00pm to 5:30pm 

Wednesday                           

2:30pm to 5:30pm 

Thursday 

3:00-5:00pm 
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Don’t Forget -Make us Smile with 

AmazonSmile 

If doesn’t sound like much– a 

nickel for every $10 you spend– 

but shopping   AmazonSmile will 

enable you to make a    donation 

to the Friends of the Port 

Hueneme Library at      

NO COST TO YOU! 

Donations & Special Thanks  Library Hours 
 Monday 

10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday and Wednesday 

10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Thursday, Friday, Saturday 

12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday –Closed 

 

Spring Sponsors 

 Jo Ann Van Reenan   &  Tom and Arlene Fraser 

  

   

Dustin and Elizabeth Stevens 

Sharon Slatky, Amparo Bravo,                      

    Monica Freund 

  

Help us Support the Library 

Reminder!!  Renew and Recruit new Friends. 

New         

Members! 

Don’t Forget to attend the upcoming 2017 Annual Meeting 

Sunday, May 7, 2017 | 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

Special Guest Speaker  



Name:___________________________ 

Address:_________________________ 

City:____________________________ 

State:______          Zip:_____________ 

Phone:___________________________ 

Email:__________________________ 

Send Newsletter : ____Printed copy  or   ____ E-Mail                                             

 

Membership Level (check 
one): 
 
___ Individual $10.00 

___ Family  $15.00 

___ Friend $25.00-49.00 

___ Patron $50.00-99.00 

___ Sponsor $100.00 or 

   more 

ADDITIONAL DONATION: 

$_____   FOR: __________ 

 
 

Please check all areas  

where you can help. 

 
___ Book Sales    

___ Membership    

___Program & Events    

___ Bulk Mail    

___Sorting Books    

___Newsletter    

___Fund Raising    

___ Internet Trainer    

___ Publicity 

___ Trip Planning     

___ Other ______________ 

 
Please make check payable to:  
 
Friends of the Port Hueneme Library 
Mail to: P.O. Box 532   
Port Hueneme, CA 93044-0532 

Membership Application Form ___ NEW    ____RENEW 

https://www.facebook.com/PortHuenemeFriends 

FRIENDS OF PORT HUENEME  

LIBRARY 

P. O. BOX 532 

PORT HUENEME, CA  93044-0532 

Remember to send in your membership renewals. The first line on your address label tells you the month your membership renewal is 

due.  Your membership status can be found at the bottom of your snail mail address label or on the subject line of the e-mail.  The four  

categories of reminders are:  Paid up, Past Due, Due Now (April, May, June), Due Next Time (July, August, September) 


