
 

 

 

 

 

 

President’s Message by Cathy Penprase 

Dear Friends: 
  
Since we are joined together in support of our library, I feel safe in assuming 
that we all love libraries.  Libraries played a significant role in many of our 
lives.  Maybe it was the excitement we felt as children being able to browse 
through hundreds of books and choose for ourselves large stacks we could 
carry home to enjoy.  Maybe, like Ray Bradbury, you got your education in a 
library.  Maybe it is just the serendipity of finding wondrous books 
there.  Maybe it was finding a special library where you loved to hang out at 
your college or university.  (For me it was a classics library at U.C. 
Berkeley).  Maybe it was seeing some of the magnificent libraries which 
preserve our civilization in many cities of the world.  (If you google “Beautiful 
libraries around the world”, you can feast your eyes on some of these awesome 
buildings). 
  
From the ancient library of Alexandria to our public libraries of today, libraries 
have been enduring centers of culture and learning.  People have been inspired 
by libraries throughout the ages:.   
“He who has a garden and a library wants for nothing.”  Cicero. 
“Paradise will be a kind of library”.  Jorge Luis Borges   
“Libraries raised me.” Ray Bradbury. 
  
If any of you have a brief (no more than 2 paragraphs) story about how libraries 
have impacted your lives, please send them to me at the Friends’ address.  We 
may be able to share them in future newsletters. 
  
Our modern public libraries are changing, but they are still important centers of 
our community. We should treasure them for the traditional roles they still play 
and be aware of their amazing new possibilities.  Bernadette McDowell, our 
City Librarian, has been sharing in our newsletters many of the new resources 
we can use with our Ventura County Library cards.  We can download music, 
movies, videos, magazines and e-books.  We can search databases that would 
be too costly for individuals or small businesses to afford.  All this is available 
24/7 at the Ventura County Library Website:  www.vencolibrary.org. And it 
is free to you with your library card!  Ask about this at our Port Hueneme 
Library, and they can help you get started exploring the new library. 
  
Cathy Penprase 
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DONATIONS AND SPONSORS 

 
We are very grateful for the following individuals and organizations that have made generous donations to our Friends: 
 
Sponsor Memberships ($100 and more): 
New Member Sponsor: Bill Connett 
Renewing Sponsors: Margaret Cody, Arlene and Tom Fraser, Bonnie and Marsh Goldstein, Bernadette McDowell, Janet 
G. Hart, Murray Rosenbluth and Margaretha Van Oostenrijk, Hazel Voleck, and Claire I. Wyers A special thank you to 
Tracy Hensley for a very generous donation of $1,000 through KPMG! 
 
Donations for vertical blinds “wish list” project: 
Jo Ann Van Reenan 
Hueneme Beautiful. Once again, we thank Hueneme Beautiful for another very generous donation of $1,000 for our 
vertical blinds!! 

 
We know you wouldn’t want to miss the 25th Birthday of the Prueter Library BUT, let’s face it, you are all very 
busy people.   
 
We don’t want you to worry about whether or not flip-flops are appropriate party wear, whether or not the 
birthday cake is gluten-free, or whether or not the fire department will have to be called in to extinguish 25 
blazing candles.   
 
Most of all, we don’t want you to worry about whether or not you’ve found the perfect gift.  We’ve made it uber-
easy for you.  All you have to do is write out a check for $25 (or more, if you insist).  That’s one George 
Washington for every year Port Hueneme residents have enjoyed the Prueter Library.   Just think about 
everything our free public library has done for you. 
 
Donor Name_____________________________________   
Check Amount______________(tax deductible) 
 
Please keep this form for your records.  Just write “Birthday” on memo line.  Your name will be mentioned in the 
next newsletter unless you advise otherwise.  Your gift is deductible to the full extent of the law.  No goods or 
services were received for this donation.  Federal Tax ID # 177-0084572.  Mail check to: Friends, Box 532, Port 
Hueneme, CA 93044-0532 

 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO BY-LAWS 
The board has approved the following amendment to our by-laws: 

Article IV G.  Nominations for officers and up to twelve members-at-large shall be presented by a nominating committee 
of three to be appointed by the board about 6 weeks prior to the annual meeting. 
  
(Formerly it was up to ten members-at-large) 
  
Our by-laws state that proposed amendments should be printed in the newsletter and voted upon by the membership at 
the annual meeting. 

 



Librarian’s Report by Bernadette McDowell 
 
Librarian’s Report – Friends Newsletter (Apr – Jun 2015) 
 
Visits to City Councilmembers - Cathy Penprase and several other members 
of the Friends, along with Library Director Jackie Griffin and City Librarian 
Bernadette McDowell, visited the five members of the Port Hueneme City 
Council to talk about the exciting things happening at the Library.  Each 
Councilmember gave the delegation a warm welcome, were engaged in the 
conversation, and learned something new about the Prueter Library and the 
Ventura County Library (VCL) as a whole.  Topics discussed included the 
Library’s online resources that can be used 24/7 on any computer with 
internet access and a Ventura County Library card; and CENIC (Corporation for 
Education Network Initiatives in California), a nonprofit that has awarded VCL 
the opportunity to join its world-class, high-performance, high-bandwidth 
network for internet access.  
 
Tween Night Out: Back to the Future (February 27, 2015) – Over 65 tweens 
(ages 10-14) participated in our Tween Night Out event, a partnership 
between the library and the City of Port Hueneme.  The night started with a 
library scavenger hunt introducing tweens to the library’s areas and 
resources.  The tweens proceeded next door to the Rec Center for 
refreshments, dancing, karaoke, Wii games and a photo booth.  The tweens 
had great time throughout the whole event.  Sienna, Prueter Library’s 
Children’s Librarian, overheard a tween tell her mom, “The library scavenger 
hunt was so much fun.”  Many people asked when this type of event would 
happen again.  We had a great amount of community support receiving 
discounts and donations from Pizza Man Dan’s, Outrageous Photo Booths, 
McDonalds, Buttercups, Jamba Juice, Starbucks and Cold Stone Creamery.  
Our event was such a success because of our amazing teen and adult 
volunteers!  A special thank you to the members of the Friends who 
chaperoned at the event: Lorena Arroyo, Barbara Burnett, Debbie Hernandez, 
Cathy Penprase, Phil and Cathy Thomason. 
 
New and Ongoing Events & Services   
 
Many of the Library’s events and services are sponsored wholly or in part by 
the Friends of the Port Hueneme Library.  The homework center is funded by 
the family of former Port Hueneme Mayor and City Councilmember Murray 
Rosenbluth.  We extend our heartfelt thanks and appreciation to all of our 
supporters! 
 
 
April 8 (3 - 5 pm) – Read to a Dog: practice reading to a new furry friend.  
“Read to a Dog” events are also scheduled on May 15 (1 pm) and June 10 (3 
pm).  Registration required.  For all ages. 
 
April 11 (1 pm) – Bunny Brigade: a special presentation on the care of 
domestic bunnies that includes an opportunity for participants to pet a bunny, 
listen to bunny stories, and do a bunny craft.  For all ages. 
 

Library Hours 

Monday 

10:00am to 7:00 pm 

Tuesday 

10:00am to 6:00pm 

Wednesday 

10:00am to 6:00pm 

Thursday 

12:00pm to 5:00pm 

Friday 

12:00pm to 5:00pm 

Saturday 

12:00pm to 5:00pm 

Sunday 

Closed 

Rosenbluth Family  

Homework Center 

Monday and Tuesday 

3:00pm to 5:30pm 

Wednesday 

2:30pm to 5:30pm 

Thursday 

3:00pm to 5:00pm 

 

Ray D. Prueter Library 

510 Park Avenue 

Port Hueneme, CA 93041 

805-486-5460 



April 15, May 20, June 17 (4pm) – Teen Advisory Group (TAG): members of this newly organized group provide students 
with an opportunity to help the library plan fun events for teens and earn community service hours, too.  Interested 
teens should sign up at the Checkout Desk or call the library at 486-5460.  For ages 13-17. 
 
April 18 (10 am – 4 pm) – Friends’ Annual Book Sale – at this event, all donated books, audiobooks, CDs, and DVDs on 
hand are brought out to the entrance patio for customers to peruse and purchase.  For all ages. 
 
April 18 (1 pm) – Beginning Ukulele Class: learn how to play the ukulele in a DAY! Kids (ages 7 and up) and adults are 
invited to join local musician Alan Ferentz for a fun one-hour class designed to have beginning musicians up and playing 
right away. Kids under 10 years of age should be accompanied by a participating grown-up. The same class will be 
offered again on Saturday, May 9 (1 pm).  A limited number of ukuleles will be available for those who do not have an 
instrument.   
For ages 7 to adult. 
 
April 22 (4 pm) – Animation Fun: participants will ink and paint their own animation cels.  For ages 6-12. 
 
April 29 (6 – 8 pm) – Read Me a Story & More Workshop: parents and caregivers of children 0-5 years old will learn 
early literacy skills to teach their children at home.  Registration required.  For adults. 
 
May 27 (4 pm) – Science Fun: participants will use their ears to learn about the science of sound.  For ages 6-12. 
 
June 22 (3 pm) – Summer Reading Program Kickoff: musician Craig Newton will start off this year’s summer reading 
program, whose theme is “Read to the Rhythm,” with a multi-instrumental celebration of songs. The summer reading 
program is a fun and important way to keep kids reading during the summer to prevent “summer slide.”  For all ages. 
 
June 24 (4 pm) – Animation Fun: topic to be announced.  For ages 6-12. 
 
Storytime: early literacy based programs; storytime is offered three times each week: Monday at 5:30 pm; Tuesday & 
Wednesday at 10:30 am.  For ages 0-5 & caregivers. 
 
Rosenbluth Family Homework Center: volunteers provide homework help to K-12 students.  Homework Center hours 
are: 
   3:00 – 5:30 Monday & Tuesday 
     2:30 – 5:30 Wednesday 
  3:00 – 5:00 Thursday 
 
Senior Morning Computing: assistance with computers and devices for baby boomers and beyond; our faithful 
volunteer, Ted Waddell, is available every Monday from 10 am to 12 pm.  For adults. 
 
Online Resources 
 
Access all online resources through the Ventura County Library’s website at www.vencolibrary.org.  (Click on the eLibrary 
tab to link to the library’s digital collection.) 
 
Mango Languages – An online language-learning system that teaches conversation skills for a wide variety of languages. 
To take full advantage of this program, customers will need to have a computer with headphones or speakers and a 
microphone. In-library customers must have their own equipment. 
 
Morningstar Investment Research Center – provides recommendations and research on stocks, mutual funds, and 
exchange traded funds. 
 
 
Submitted by Bernadette McDowell, City Librarian and Sienna Sydlaske, Children’s Librarian 

http://www.vencolibrary.org/
http://157.145.215.81:81/rpa/webauth.exe?lb=vcl&rs=morning


 
Friends Upcoming Events 

April 18:  Our Big Annual Book Sale. 
  
You won’t want to miss the chance to load up on books of all kinds at amazing bargain prices.  We have paperbacks for 
25 cents, hardbacks from 50 cents and children’s books from 25 cents to $2.00 (for very special ones).  We have classics, 
cookbooks, a great variety of non-fiction.  You may find a rare treasure hidden here. 
  
Please come with your whole family.  The hours will be 10:00 to 4:00 p.m. at the library 
510 Park Avenue, Port Hueneme.  All proceeds go to the library for more books and programs. 
  
May 3:  Friends Annual Meeting. 
  
You are invited and the public is welcome to our annual meeting from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. in the library.  The speaker is 
Connie Korenstein, and her talk will be “The Port of Hueneme: a Father and Son Legacy”.  She will tell the story of the 
development of the port, beginning in 1871 with Thomas Bard’s vision of a wharf to ship out local farmers’ crops.  The 
story tells the ups and downs of the wharf, and son Richard Bard’s struggle to build his dream port which began with his 
father’s vision. 
  
Connie Korenstein, a former teacher, is a docent at the Channel Islands Maritime Museum and Heritage Square in 
downtown Oxnard, as well as the Dudley House in Ventura.  She is also the curator of vintage clothing at the Murphy 
Auto Museum. She did research on the history of the port as part of a project for the new permanent exhibit on the port 
at the Maritime Museum. 
  
A short business meeting and installation of officers will precede the program. 
  
October 18:  Save the date – Our Annual High Tea 

The Friends board would like to thank our Children’s Librarian, Sienna Sydlaske, and Carmen Nichols and Debbie 

Young of the City staff who worked with Sienna to organize and lead the jointly sponsored ‘Tween Night.  Some 

of our board members attended to help, and we were delighted to see so many young people enjoying 

themselves in the library and at the dance afterward.    What fun to see the ‘tweens running excitedly through 

the stacks of the library in the Scavenger Hunt!  And they participated with enthusiasm at the dance and with 

the games at the Community Center.  It is great to see such a wholesome event available for our young people, 

and your Friends money helped to pay for it. 





You are Cordially Invited 
  Friends of  the Port Hueneme Library  

Annual Meeting 

Sunday May  3, 2015 

2:00  to  4:00PM 

  510 Park Avenue, Port Hueneme 

Guest Speaker: Connie Korenstein 

The Port of Hueneme: 

  “A Father and Son Legacy” 

The story of the development of the port, beginning with Thomas Bard's 

vision of a wharf to ship out local farmers' crops, and later son Richard 

Bard's struggle to build his dream port." 

This is a public meeting so bring along your neighbors, friends and family 

Please “Like” Port Hueneme Friends on Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/PortHuenemeFriends 

FREE to the public 



Friends of the Port Hueneme Li-
brary
Post Office Box 532
Port Hueneme, CA 93044-0532

IS THIS YOUR LAST NEWSLETTER?

Look for your membership renewal date 
on the mailing label or in the subject line 
of your email. Renew NOW if your 
membership is DUE or PAST DUE.

Thank you for your continued support!

Invite your friends and family to JOIN Friends of the Library!


